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FROM THE EDITOR 


Opposing the Bad to Uphold the Good 


In the pages of The New American we 
devote significant space to what might 
be called “bad news” — from growing 
government corruption and overreach, to 
the rising threat to fundamental liberties, 
to the sinking economy, to the erosion of 
morality. But we also expose what’s be- 
hind today’s alarming political, economic, 
and social trends, and we offer solutions 
for a brighter tomorrow. 

When learning about the “bad” that 
plagues our world and taking steps to 
counter it, we should never lose sight of 
the fact that we do so because it threat- 
ens to destroy that which is good. In fact, 
without a clear vision of what we are 
striving to preserve and restore, we cannot 
realistically hope to succeed, no matter 
how fervently we rail against the threats. 

Robert Welch, the founder of The John 
Birch Society, the parent organization of 
this magazine, put it this way regarding 
his “conviction that even warding off 
Communist slavery and reversing the so- 
cialist trend is only half the battle”: 


We can never win even that half un- 
less both leadership and following 
have a positive dream which is more 
important as a hope than the nega- 
tive nightmare is as a fear; unless the 
promise of what we can build sup- 
plies more motivation than the terror 
of what we must destroy; and unless 
this faith in the future is based on a 
deeper faith in eternal truths. 


Those words were spoken at The John 
Birch Society’s founding meeting in 1958 
during the Cold War. Though the fall of 
the Berlin Wall and the Iron Curtain dec- 
ades later created the appearance that 
communism and socialism were in their 
death throes, more recent history has trag- 
ically shown otherwise. 


Our Western Inheritance 

Our cover story in this issue, by Selwyn 
Duke, imagines “A World Without the 
West” for the purpose of illustrating how 
spectacularly the world has benefited 
from Western civilization, and how dif- 
ferent our lives would be today if this 
civilization had never existed. 


It is true that the history of Western 
civilization is imperfect. Crimes were 
committed, but these crimes were conse- 
quences of man’s sinful nature, which has 
marred all civilizations. As Western civi- 
lization developed, so too did lofty ideals 
inspiring man to do better. And man did 
do better — much better — despite his 
sinful nature. As Selwyn points out in his 
article: “The West’s crimes, every one, 
are the crimes of all humanity; its glories, 
however, are in many cases uniquely its 
own. The West might not have been the 
first civilization to practice slavery, for 
example. But it surely was the first to 
end it. The West was not the first civiliza- 
tion to violate what we now call ‘human 
rights.’ But it was the one that created 
that modern concept of human rights in 
the first place.” 


Destruction and Restoration 
This correct understanding of history, 
however, has not stopped communist/ 
socialist revolutionaries from working in- 
sidiously to subvert Western civilization 
and the Judeo-Christian principles that 
undergird it. Here in the United States, 
the tearing down of statues is a part of 
this revolution, as are the efforts to de- 
stroy completely the greatest experiment 
in human liberty the world has ever seen. 
Both here and abroad, the revolution also 
includes the war against Christianity, Ju- 
daism, and the old “Thou Shalt Nots.” 

The revolution even includes the war 
against truth, as exhibited, for example, 
by the false claim that a man can become 
a woman, and vice versa, simply by iden- 
tifying as such, or that there are no abso- 
lutes except that there are no absolutes. 

Yet despite the threats, God and truth 
still exist (and always will). So does the 
family, the fundamental unit of civiliza- 
tion, which is also under attack. So does 
our country and the Constitution that 
protects our rights. By keeping in mind 
what we are for while opposing that 
which threatens to destroy it, we should 
be able not only to preserve the treasures 
we have inherited from Western civili- 
zation, but also to restore them to even 
brighter luster. 

— Gary Benoit 
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Oregon Open for Suicide Tourism 


If you’re looking to kill yourself, Oregon is the place to go. The 
first state to pass an assisted-suicide law is now also the first to 
allow suicide tourism from other states — and it probably won’t 
be the last. 

The Daily Mail reported on February 5, “Oregon has become 
America’s first ‘death tourism’ destination, where terminally ill 
people from Texas and other states that have outlawed assisted 
suicide have started traveling to get their hands on a deadly cock- 
tail of drugs to end their lives.” 

In 1997, the Beaver State passed a law allowing terminally ill 
patients with fewer than six months to live to obtain fatal drugs 
from their doctors, though the patients were required to adminis- 


ter the drugs themselves and the law’s application was restricted 
to Oregon residents. 

Portland’s Dr. Nicholas Gideonse, a major advocate and prac- 
titioner of assisted suicide, sued the state in 2021, claiming that 
the law’s residency requirement was unconstitutional because it 
prevented him from prescribing death for patients from neighbor- 
ing Washington state. 

Within four months, state health officials settled the case by 
agreeing to lift the residency rule. Once suicide tourism became 
even tenuously legal, Gideonse wasted no time before inviting 
out-of-staters to his death practice. According to the Mail, “Dr. 
Gideonse has communicated with terminally ill patients from 
states that prohibit medically-assisted suicides to assess whether 
they met Oregon’s criteria and to advise them on how they could 
relocate there for hospice care, he said.” 

Should these patients actually take advantage of Gideonse’s 
ghoulish services, they could well be putting those who assist them 
in traveling to Portland in legal jeopardy back in their home states. 

Beyond that, reported the Mail, “For critics, Oregon’s na- 
scent ‘death tourism’ industry, and efforts to create another in 
Vermont, show how the U.S. is ona slippery slope to following 
in Canada’s footsteps — where lax rules have allowed people 
with so little as hearing loss to be euthanized.” Vermont already 
permits doctors to prescribe suicide drugs with nothing more 
than a Zoom consultation. 


Scottish Wind Farm Powered by Diesel Engines 


A whistleblower report by the Sunday Mail in Scotland revealed 
on February 5 that at least 71 giant wind turbines utilized by Scot- 
tish Power were actually hooked up to diesel generators to keep 
power flowing. The company claimed it utilized the fossil-fuel 
powered generators in December, when cold weather caused the 
turbines to malfunction. 

“During December 60 turbines ... were de-energised due to a 
cabling fault.... In order to get these turbines re-energised diesel 
generators were running for upwards of six hours a day,” the 
anonymous whistleblower explained. 

Of course, the reason so-called renewable energies such as 
wind power are desired by climate hysterics is that they don’t 
use fossil fuels such as diesel. 

“Turbines are regularly offline due to faults where they are 
taking energy from the grid rather than producing it, and also 
left operating on half power for long periods due to parts which 
haven’t been replaced,” the whistleblower also reported. “Dirty 
hydraulic oil is also regularly being sprayed out across the Scot- 
tish countryside due to cracks in mechanisms.” 

Scottish Power confirmed at least part of the whistleblower’s 
accusations. “Due to an external fault on the network, the three 
wind farms were unable to operate,” a company spokesman said. 
“During the extreme cold in December, in line with manufac- 
turer’s recommendations, the turbines’ internal temperature[s] 


were returned to safe levels by six diesel generators for a short 
period of time.” 

There is a certain irony in the fact that a technology in use 
mainly to counter the effects of global warming tends to fail dur- 
ing times of extreme cold. Frozen wind turbines were also one 
of the reasons for electricity failing during the “Texas Freeze” of 
2021, in which nearly 250 people died. 

The revelation that diesel power must be used to keep the wind 
farms operating in Scotland is another example of how so-called 
renewable energy sources are not the green panacea that climate 
hysterics claim they are. 

Even worse, they do not provide a dependable, reliable source 
of energy. 
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INSIDE TRACK 


Subsidized Covid-19 Pill May Be Causing New Variants 


According to a January 27 Wellcome Trust-funded study that is 
currently at the pre-print stage, the Covid-19 oral pill molnu- 
piravir may actually be causing the creation of new Covid-19 
variants. 

If true, the news could spell major trouble for manufacturer 
Merck, which has made billions from the drug. It would also 
bring scrutiny on the U.S. government, which subsidized the pro- 
duction and distribution of the drug. 

In June 2021, before molnupiravir had finished clinical trials, 
the government signed a $1.2 billion contract with Merck for 


> A 
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1.7 million full courses of the drug — which comes out to $712 
per patient. (One study pointed out that this was a 4,000-percent 
markup on the drug’s actual production cost.) 

On December 23, 2021, the FDA gave molnupiravir emer- 
gency use authorization, and then went on to buy 3.1 million full 
courses in February 2022, with an option for further purchases 
down the line. Just one month later, the Biden administration 
added the drug to its “Test to Treat” program, under which any- 
one testing positive for Covid-19 could get free antiviral drugs 
at a pharmacy. 

In a February 3 article on Children’s Health Defense, Dr. 
Harvey Risch, professor emeritus at the Yale School of Public 
Health, said the drug works by causing particular types of muta- 
tion in Covid-19. However, he added, problems may develop 
if users of the drug do not completely clear an infection and a 
drug-mutated strain escapes and infects others. “The idea is that 
it will mutate itself to death. But some live mutants could get 
out, and this paper gives evidence that they have,” Risch said in 
reference to the study. 

To date, none of the variants molnupiravir has potentially 
caused to emerge has been seen to be deadlier than previous 
Covid-19 variants, but this latest development is further evidence 
of the type of folly that takes place when mass hysteria is com- 
bined with reckless spending and zero accountability. 


FBI Rescinds Report Targeting Traditional Catholics 


On February 8, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) re- 
scinded a report issued by its Richmond, Virginia, division that 
listed traditionalist Catholics as persons who might be guilty of 
being “racially or ethnically motivated violent extremists.” Ap- 
parently, someone in the Richmond office thought it would be 
OK to place Catholics who prefer a traditional Latin Mass on 
the same level as Islamic terrorists and Ku Klux Klan members. 

The report was heavily influenced by information from the 
leftist Southern Poverty Law Center, and declared “the increas- 
ingly observed interest of racially or ethnically motivated violent 
extremists (RMVEs) in radical-traditionalist Catholic ideology 
almost certainly presents opportunities for threat mitigation 
through the exploration of new avenues for tripwire and source 
development.” 

It continued, “RTCs (Radical Traditional Catholics) are typi- 
cally characterized by the rejection of the Second Vatican Coun- 
cil (Vatican II) as a valid church council; disdain for most of 
the popes elected since Vatican II ... and frequent adherence to 
anti-Semitic, anti-immigrant, anti-LGBT, and white supremacist 
ideology.” 

However, the report was careful to say that not all traditional 
Catholics were guilty of such “ethnically motivated violent ex- 
tremist” tendencies: “Radical-traditionalist Catholics compose 
a small minority of overall Roman Catholic adherents and are 
separate and distinct from ‘traditionalist Catholics’ who prefer 


the Traditional Latin Mass and pre-Vatican II teachings and tra- 
ditions, but without the more extremist ideological beliefs and 
violent rhetoric.” 

It claimed that violence from RTCs could be expected to in- 
crease during the lead-up to the 2024 presidential election, and 
that those interested “in areas such as abortion rights, immigra- 
tion, affirmative action, and LGBTQ protections” would be most 
in danger. 

While the FBI eventually did the right thing in rescinding this 
document, the very fact that it existed at all is troubling to many 
Americans of faith. 
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Senator Would Have Shot Down Chinese Balloon Immediately 
“We should have shot this balloon down over the Aleutians instead of 
letting it float across Middle America on its merry way.” 

Senator Tom Cotton (R-Ark.) expressed angry disappointment about the 
wait of several days before the Chinese probe was successfully destroyed 
over the Atlantic Ocean. 


House Foreign Affairs Republican Agrees 

With General’s Prediction of War With China Cotton 

“T hope he’s wrong. But I think he’s right though, unfortunately.” | 

Air Force General Mike Minihan warned that he sees war between C - 

China and the United States breaking out in 2025. Congressman 

Michael McCaul (R-Texas) pointed to the likely results of Taiwan's 2024 election, which is expected 
to show a continuation of support for independence from the Communist-led Chinese mainland. 
General Minihan expects that Beijing will launch a military invasion of Taiwan in 2025, and Con- 
gressman McCaul agrees. 


Tom 
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New House Oversight Chairman Intends to Investigate 

Biden Family’s Dealings With America’s Adversaries 

“Look, more information comes out every day where his son, especially, as well as his two brothers, 
have had shady business dealings with our adversaries around the world.” 

Intending to investigate much more than President Biden's improper 
handling of classified documents, Representative James Comer (R- 
Ky.), the leader of the House Oversight Committee, will be scrutinizing 
the questionable activities of Hunter Biden and other members of the 
Biden family. 


Republicans Push Legislation to Repeal 

Vaccine Mandates and Declare Covid Pandemic Over 

“The White House is in full retreat on this issue because the president 
has lost the confidence of the American people on it.” 

Ina 227-203 vote, seven Democrats crossed party lines to support ter- 
minating the vaccine mandate for healthcare workers. Congress also 
voted 220-210 to officially terminate the public-health emergency. 
Representative Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) pointed to the loss of support 
the president is now receiving for such measures. 
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Professor at Top University Raises Alarm About mRNA Vaccine Programs 

“[’m filming this video to share my strong conviction that at this time all Covid mRNA vaccination 

programs should stop immediately. The evidence is conclusive and confirms our concern that these 

vaccines indeed cause sudden cardiac arrest as a sequel of vaccine-induced myocarditis.” ’ 
A faculty member at the highly rated Massachusetts Institute of Technology since 2006, Professor Retsef 

Levi has more than 30 years’ experience as a practitioner and an academic in numerous fields. His and other 

colleagues work in combating Covid has led them to label mRNA vaccines “the most failing medical product 

in the history of medical products, both in terms of efficacy and safety.” 


Biden’s Top Cabinet Official Willing to Risk War 

With Russia by Supplying Military Aid to Ukraine 

“The United States is announcing a significant new security assistance 
package to help Ukraine continue to defend itself against Russia’s 
brutal war.” 

Announcing the 30th “drawdown of U.S. arms and equipment” for 
Ukraine since August 2021, Secretary of State Antony Blinken added 
$2.5 billion to the cost of aid sent to Russias targeted foe. Many wonder 
if the military aid supplied to Ukraine could be considered a U.S. act 


: : Anton 
of war against Russia and draw American forces into the struggle. Alicea 


— COMPILED BY JOHN F. MCMANUS 
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While it has become fashionable to find fault with Western civilization, 
a world without the West would not be a pleasant place for anyone 
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by Selwyn Duke 


oming out of his sociology class, 
( Jayson was stoked. Wading into 

current events, his instructor, 
Professor Berger, had mentioned that not 
only did Joe Biden offer developing na- 
tions “climate reparations” at the recent 
COP27 climate summit, but that their 
university had agreed to drop its Western 
Civ. requirement. “Finally,” he thought, 
“progress!” as he got into his car to make 
the 50-minute trip to his girlfriend’s house 
to meet her parents. Jayson was still mad, 
though. “I hate this @#$“&*! Western so- 
ciety,” he said to himself, “with its struc- 
tural racism, patriarchal and heteronorma- 
tive oppression — and Christian fundies. 
We’ve gotta end it!” Yet he was risking 
ending himself. Fiddling with his elec- 
tronics while trying to play some music 
and, again, quite exercised, he didn’t no- 
tice he was taking the approaching curve 
a bit too fast and that, after the day’s rains, 
some mud was slickening the road. Fear 
coursed through him as he lost control of 
the car — and spun down into a gully. 

Jayson woke up, confused. He was in 
a forest and could tell it was morning. He 
had some scrapes and bruises and some 
dried blood on his head. “Oh, yeah, I was 
in an accident. But where’s my car?” he 
wondered, looking about. “I musta been 
here for a while because ... yeah, that’s 
right, it was early evening when I left 
class. I’ve gotta find help.” Jayson com- 
menced walking. 

“Where’s the road?” he thought. “I 
just skidded down that hill — and, wait, 
where’s the hill?” He was perturbed, to say 
the least, and the apprehension only grew 
as he walked, and walked and walked, 
and found nothing but forest. But then his 
heart leapt; he heard some voices. Quickly 
walking toward the sound, he came to a 
clearing — and then he heard a thud. 
Turning left, he saw an arrow in a tree 
mere feet away. Jayson then instinctively 
looked toward the direction it came from. 
“Huh? What?! Those look like ...‘native 
Americans!’” Startled and confused, Jay- 


Selwyn Duke has written for The New American 
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Hill, Observer, The American Conservative, World- 
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The reality is that there is a small problem with, as so often 
has been done, mounting “a defense of Western civilization”: 
It sounds defensive. We should rather mount an offense for 
Western civilization, understanding a simple truth: It is the 
greatest civilization ever to grace this planet, man’s crowning 


achievement. 


’ Getting off track: It’s easy being 
+ ** idealistic when you don’t have 
; toe with your ideals. By way 
fictional illustration, the 
* author describes a young man 
'who accepted the spin put on 
"Western history until he spun 
out in his car and got mugged by 
an alternate reality. It made the 


difference between being woke 
— and waking up to Truth. 
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son hesitated for a moment even as these 
frightening-looking people were running 
toward him, closing fast. He reacted and 
turned and bolted just soon enough so that 
another arrow narrowly missed its mark. 
He ran desperately, as fast as he could. 
Having done track in high school, Jay- 
son was still fleet of foot; nonetheless, he 
could sense his pursuers’ menacing prox- 
imity. Coming to a small valley in the for- 
est, he proceeded down its slope without 
breaking stride, only to learn it quickly 
steepened. Panicked and trying to turn, 
he slipped on the muddy ground and slid 
and tumbled and skidded. Screaming, roll- 
ing end over end, he splashed. It was cold 
river water, just sufficiently deep to break 
his fall enough to preclude broken bones 
— and fast moving. The rapids were a per- 
ilous blessing: They carried him swiftly 
away from the human menace, depositing 
him several hundred feet downstream. 


Scraped and bruised some more, Jayson 
pulled himself ashore. Fleeing farther into 
the forest with whatever strength he could 
still muster, he didn’t stop until his breath 
gave out. Collapsing, he caught his wind, 
sat up, and wept. “Jay,” he heard a voice 
say. Startled, he looked up. He stared 
for some seconds, incredulous. “Wha ... 
Gramps?” he said. “Yes, Jay, it’s me.” 
“But ... but how is this possible,” replied 
Jayson, “y-y-you died when I was six. Am 
I also...?” “Dead?” said Grandpa Phil. 
“No. But neither am I, actually, though 
that’s a different matter.” “But how is this 
possible?!” asked Jayson. “What’s going 
on here?!” “I’m bein’ allowed to visit 
with you for a spell,” grandpa answered. 
“As for the other ‘What’s going on?’ well, 
son, you got your wish.” “My wish?” que- 
ried Jayson. “Yup,” Grandpa said. “You 
wanted Western civilization gone. And it 
is.” Putting his head in his hands, Jayson 
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whined, “I musta hit my head; I need to get 
to a hospital.” “Good luck with that,” Jay; 
“there are no hospitals — Western culture 
wasn’t around to create them. There are no 
ambulances, no buildings, no computers, 
planes, scientists or doctors or anything 
you know. Those Indians back there, they 
have a medicine man, but he can’t help.” 
“You mean those native Americans,” said 
Jayson. Rolling his eyes, Grandpa replied, 
“Yeah, well, those ‘native Americans’ "Il 
kill ya just like the Indians will! Oh, don’t 
get me wrong, there are more peaceable 
tribes — but, kid, this ain’t one of ’em. 
They’re still lookin’ for ya, too. “This 
has to be a dream,” Jayson moaned. “It’s 
more like a nightmare, Jay. But it’s a real- 
life one.” “I have to get to my girlfriend’s 
house,” muttered Jayson, not thinking 
clearly. “Marisol, that’s her name,” said 
Grandpa. “Her parents would’ve come 
from what we called ‘Mexico,’ right? She 
doesn’t exist. Human sacrifice took one of 
her ancestors about 80 years ago; the Az- 
tecs got ’em, I think.” “Human sacrifice?!” 
exclaimed Jayson. “How?!” “It ended her 
line because Western civilization wasn’t 


around to end it,” explained Grandpa. 
“But everyone you ever knew never was, 
Jay. Pestilence, famine, warfare, child- 
hood diseases, infant mortality, women 
dying during childbirth; all these things 
and more claimed most of ’em because 
Western glories weren’t around to create 
civilization. Even your existence, Jay, it’s, 
well, provisional.” “Provisional?” Jayson 
repeated. “Jay, you can’t exist, either. Oh, 
your ancestors avoided the, let’s say, Four 
Horsemen of the Apocalypse; survivors, 
they are. But because everything was dif- 
ferent, because the Americas were never 
settled, your great-grandparents never 
met.” No sooner had Grandpa finished this 
line than voices could again be heard in 
the distance. “It’s your Indian ‘friends,’” 
said grandpa. Jayson looked at him, wide- 
eyed. “Why are they so hostile, Gramps? I 
didn’t do anything!” “Son, you’re an alien 
to them, something to be destroyed. Did 
you expect belief in the brotherhood of all 
men without having the faith that instills 
that truth? Did you expect Christian norms 
without Christianity, which the West, pre- 
your-wish, had brought to these shores? 


Philosophical foundation: The cradle of Western civilization, ancient Greece deserves much 


credit for the better aspects of our modern culture, government, arts, philosophy, and science. 
This and the rest of our history should be remembered and taught with pride, too — and the 
Lilliputians today should never be allowed to cancel the giants of yesterday. 
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But don’t worry, Jay, I can take you outta 
here.” 

There was a blur, and the next thing 
Jayson knew he and Grandpa were else- 
where in the forest. The voices could not 
be heard. “This can’t be real,” Jayson 
again insisted. “But I feel hot.” Smiling 
slightly, Grandpa said, “You’re safe now. 
You just picked up a bug. But, look, Jay, 
you’re exhausted. Sleep, my boy, sleep — 
and wake up to reality.” With that, the old 
man disappeared. Jayson stared for several 
moments, and then broke down weeping 
once more. He soon drifted off. 

Jayson looked up and saw the white 
ceiling. He realized he was in a hospi- 
tal bed, and his parents were there. “Ah, 
you’re awake,” his father said, happily. 
“How do you feel, Jay?” “Sorta weak, but 
okay,” replied Jayson after some seconds. 
“What happened?” “You were in an acci- 
dent and delirious when brought in,” Dad 
answered. But that’s all we can tell you 
*cause it’s the darndest thing: You were 
found in the middle of a national forest, 
90 miles from your car. You couldn’t have 
made it that far on foot, and the place was 
so remote you had to be airlifted out. It’s 
just dumb luck you were found, really; 
a hiker saw you. A college professor, he 
was — teaches Western studies, I think.” 
“We’re so relieved you’re safe, my dar- 
ling,” Jay’s mother chimed in. “I’m so 
happy you’re back in civilization!” Jayson 
was pensive for a moment. “So am I, Ma,” 
he replied. “So am I.” 

The young man in this story got 
mugged, one might say, by an alternate 
reality. Yet in reality, there are millions of 
Jaysons in the Occident today. Given this, 
and that the “most effective way to destroy 
people is to deny and obliterate their own 
understanding of their history,” to quote 
1984 author George Orwell, Westerners 
should perhaps fear for their civilization. 
Just consider, for example, a recent You- 
Gov poll finding that 42 percent of young 
Britons believe we should “teach students 
that Britain was founded on racism and 
remains structurally racist today,” as the 
researchers put it. Never mind that the 
U.K.’s origination dates back to a time 
when there was, applying our modern 
conception of race, only one “race” in 
the land — one made up of people who 
didn’t even share that modern conception 
of race. Then there were the comments 
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made in November 2022 by FIFA (soc- 
cer world body) president Gianni Infan- 
tino on the eve of the World Cup. Upon 
being asked at a news conference about 
the human-rights record of the event’s 
host country, Qatar, he hissed, “What we 
Europeans have been doing for the last 
3,000 years, we should be apologizing for 
the next 3,000 years before starting to give 
moral lessons.” The infantility of making 
this statement in a Muslim country was 
apparently lost on Infantino. But approxi- 
mately 20 percent of those three millennia 
comprised the Islamic Expansion Period, 
during which the West was struggling for 
survival, imperiled by Muslim forces that 
at one point would get within 125 miles 
of Paris (732 A.D., the Battle of Poitiers). 
Note, however, what Europeans “had 
been doing” for close to 100 percent of 
that 3,000 years: creating a civilization 
that would literally transform the planet. 

This is especially important to bear 
in mind now that Joe Biden, along with 
leaders of other wealthy, industrialized 
nations, agreed to the aforementioned 
“climate reparations.” This idea “came 
out of the 2015 Paris Accord,” wrote Fox 
Business host Larry Kudlow on November 
21, 2022, yet “it was never implemented 
in the U.S. because the Republican Con- 
gress wouldn’t do it during the Obama 
years.” So some good news is that with 
the GOP having assumed control of the 
House on January 3, they’1l perhaps block 
the scheme again. Yet none of this ad- 
dresses the moral matter: Is the West really 
responsible for damaging the developing 
world by having spewn copious amounts 
of CO, into the air for more than a century 
(and for other reasons)? Or is this just a bit 
like fuming at God when you get a head- 
ache because He gave you a head? 

The reality is that there is a small 
problem with, as so often has been done, 
mounting “a defense of Western civili- 
zation”: It sounds defensive. We should 
rather mount an offense for Western civi- 
lization, understanding a simple truth: It is 
the greatest civilization ever to grace this 
planet, man’s crowning achievement. It 
has transformed the world in myriad ways, 
wholly positive on balance, and all man- 
kind should drop to their knees and thank 
God for it (especially since its existence is 
partially attributable to His grace and di- 
vine revelation). What’s more, the greatest 
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A voice for the masses: Considered by some sources the most significant invention of the 
second millennium, Johannes Gutenberg’s innovations in movable-type printing — along with 
other Western creations such as radio, television, and the internet — birthed a transformative 
information revolution. If knowledge really is power, then the West empowered man incalculably. 


harm it’s doing — e.g., spreading sexual 
devolutionary rot throughout the world — 
results from its own rebellion against its 
own Western tradition. Of course, there’s 
nothing authentically “Western” about 
this; the people advancing such agendas 
are avowedly anti-Western and seek the 
civilization’s demise. 

Given current events, a good place to 
launch our offensive is against the push 
for “climate reparations.” British writer 
and ex-politician Dan Hannan did good 
work in this regard on November 21, mak- 
ing numerous relevant points in his piece 
“Demands for ‘climate reparations’ are 
laughable.” First he writes that the climate 


claims are rooted in indignation rath- 
er than science. For example, Paki- 
stan, which leads the G-77 group of 
poorer states and is leading the cam- 
paign, claims that its floods are a 
product of climate change. But might 
Pakistan look a little closer to home? 
Although Europe and North America 
have seen significant reforestation 
over the past half-century, Pakistan 


has gone in the other direction. A 
third of its landmass was forest when 
it became independent in 1947. Now, 
it is one-twentieth, and the rains run 
straight off the mountains into silt- 
ed-up reservoirs that then overflow, 
whence the floods. 

But never mind all that — blame 
the colonialists, eh? 


This is much as with California, now per- 
haps our least “Western” state. Its recent 
forest fires were blamed on global warm- 
ing, yet the real culprit was also closer 
to home: Its shoddy forest management. 
Hannan is too charitable, however. In real- 
ity, Pakistan’s claims are rooted in greed, 
cynicism, and opportunism. 

This dishonesty is also reflected in the 
attack on industrialization, which Han- 
nan calls “the miracle that released our 
species from 10,000 years of backbreak- 
ing labor.” “In truth, as well as giving 
us longer, healthier, and freer lives, the 
wealth released over the past 200 years 
of specialization and exchange is clean- 
ing up the environment,” he states. “The 
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air and water are purer in London than in 
Lahore [Pakistan] because GDP is higher. 
For the same reason, natural disasters have 
become far less lethal. The 1950 floods in 
Pakistan killed many more people than 
this year’s [2022], because they hit a 
poorer country.” 

This reality warrants elaboration. Per 
Hannan’s earlier point, the United States 
does in fact currently have more forested 
land than it did 100 years ago (and our 
water and air are cleaner now than 60 years 
back). As I explained in “Why the Green- 
topians Would Destroy the Earth” (The 
New American, January 20, 2020), there 
are two prerequisites for a healthy envi- 
ronment: freedom, in the sense of being 
able to choose your leaders and hold them 
accountable, and prosperity. The former is 
required because autocratic leaders, insu- 
lated from consequences, will rape the nat- 
ural world to achieve their ends (especial- 
ly a problem since an inordinate number 
of despots are sociopaths, psychopaths, or 


narcissists). As for prosperity, its necessity 
is explained well via an old Chinese prov- 
erb: “When there is food on the table, there 
are many problems; when there is no food 
on the table, there is only one problem” 
—e.g., if poor, hungry, desperate people 
have a choice between clear-cutting jungle 
and their family starving, you know what 
their decision will be. But there’s a simpler 
way of framing the above: To have healthy 
environments, nations such as Pakistan 
must become quintessentially Western. 
Far from the claim that to save the Earth 
they mustn’t “become like us,” the truth is 
that to “save” (if we’re to talk about our- 
selves as if we are saviors) the Earth, they 
must become like us, industrialized and 
prosperous. 

Hannan next addressed another anti- 
Western fallacy, writing that 


there is the related assumption that 
rich countries owe their wealth to 
exploitation, that one nation’s gain 
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Powering the world: The internal-combustion engine is just one of the countless Western 


ee 


marvels that took the world from penury and privation to prosperity. And while many lament 
these wonders’ existence, as they speak of our allegedly “unsustainable” lifestyles, they all want 


to sustain that lifestyle for themselves personally. 
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must mean another’s loss. This is pal- 
pable nonsense. The enrichment of a 
country, other things being equal, is 
good news for all of its trading part- 
ners. And countries get wealthy not 
by conquering others (a process that 
is always expensive) but by pursu- 
ing the right policies, such as secure 
property rights, low taxes, indepen- 
dent courts, light regulations, and 
free trade. If you tax successful coun- 
tries to pay unsuccessful ones, you 
will end up with fewer of the former 
and more of the latter. 


As to Hannan’s first point above, note that 
China wouldn’t enjoy its success and bur- 
geoning power without having wealthy 
trading partners such as the United States 
and European Union to buy its goods. So 
a rising tide really does lift all boats — 
except the leaky ones. 

Speaking of which, one exploitation ar- 
gument used to explain leaky-nation sta- 
tus is that the West stripped Third World 
countries’ wealth via colonization. In real- 
ity, however, there’s no correlation what- 
soever between having been a colony and 
poverty. As late economics professor Wal- 
ter E. Williams wrote in “Poverty Is Easy 
to Explain” in 2011, it 


turns out that countries like the 
United States, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand were colonies; yet 
they are among the world’s richest 
countries. Hong Kong was a colony 
of Great Britain until 1997, when 
China regained sovereignty, but 
it managed to become the second 
richest political jurisdiction in the 
Far East. On the other hand, Ethio- 
pia, Liberia, Tibet, and Nepal were 
never colonies, or were so for only a 
few years, and they rank among the 
world’s poorest and most backward 
countries. 

Despite the many justified criti- 
cisms of colonialism and, I might 
add, multinationals, both served as a 
means of transferring Western tech- 
nology and institutions, bringing 
backward peoples into greater con- 
tact with a more-developed Western 
world. A tragic fact is that many 
African countries have suffered sig- 
nificant decline since independence. 
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In many of those countries the aver- 
age citizen can boast that he ate more 
regularly and enjoyed greater human- 
rights protections under colonial rule. 


The colonial powers never perpe- 
trated the unspeakable human rights 
abuses, including genocide, that we 
have seen in post-independence Bu- 
rundi, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Sudan, 
Central African [Republic], Somalia, 
and elsewhere. 


Note, too, that all or virtually all nations 
were “colonies” at one time. In fact, colo- 
nizer extraordinaire Britain was itself 
conquered by the Romans in 43 A.D. It’s 
also the case that Rome’s “victims” had 
the same complaints, though in different 
words, made in recently colonized nations’ 
names: Their “oppressor” was imposing 
values, denuding their cultural landscape, 
and mercenarily exploiting them. Yet did 
any of these vanquished peoples really 
lose “freedom”? Neither first millennium 
Europeans nor 18th- and 19th-century 
“Third Worlders” (the term didn’t exist at 
the time) had representative government; 
they were ruled by kings or tribal chief- 
tains. Thus, conquest for them sometimes 
just meant getting different masters, who, 
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note, might be well in the background be- 
cause they often let the leaders they sub- 
dued continue in their former roles. 

This isn’t to rubber-stamp colonization, 
only to add perspective: Before lamenting 
the past, be sure to count a situation’s bless- 
ings, not just its curses. For example, Rome 
introduced technology, culture, a system of 
law — and, most significantly, Christianity 
— which transformed Europe. Europeans 
would later do likewise in the Third World, 
which, owing to Western influence, do note, 
would finally enjoy representative govern- 
ment. In fact, insofar as this is suggestive of 
freedom, one could say that the West moved 
these lands from autocracy to liberty. Of 
course, this doesn’t mean nothing was lost. 

What this was, American Thinker’s 
Andrea Widburg concisely related De- 
cember 24: 


A force for good: Now unfairly criticized as 
an example of cultural domination, the West 
helped deliver spiritual emancipation: Often 
peacefully, occasionally forcefully, it spread 
Christianity, becoming the vehicle through 
which the great light was bestowed upon a 
world awash in darkness. 


As Steven Pinker explains in a book 
I never tire of citing, The Better An- 
gels of Our Nature: Why Violence 
Has Declined, all Stone Age societ- 
ies (that is, societies without wheels, 
with minimal tools, and without sta- 
ble habitation [such as found in the 
precolonial Americas and Africa]) 
have developed in the same way: 
They form tribes that engage in con- 
stant warfare with surrounding tribes. 


“This warfare wasn’t fought with standing 
armies in nice uniforms,” Widburg contin- 
ued. “Instead, it took the form of endless 


Before lamenting the past, be sure to count a situation’s 

blessings, not just its curses. For example, Rome introduced 
technology, culture, a system of law — and, most significantly, 
Christianity — which transformed Europe. 
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raids that saw the successful tribe destroy 
the unlucky tribe: It would kill the men 
and older boys and kidnap the women 
and children.” In fact, contrary to the anti- 
Western “Noble Savage” myth, “primi- 
tive” societies well deserved the term. 
They were rife with brutality — often 
including human sacrifice and cannibal- 
ism — vanquished so long before in the 
West that people didn’t even remember 
it. Westerners would end this savagery in 
colonized lands, too (e.g., forbidding In- 
dia’s sati, or widow burning), and plant 
the cross. 

Economics professor Thomas Sowell 
summed up the colonizer/incidental-bene- 
factor phenomenon well in his 1998 book 
Conquests and Cultures: An International 
History. Where “a technologically or or- 
ganizationally more advanced people have 
conquered a people lagging behind in these 
respects [as with Western colonization], then 
conquest — like migration — has been a 
way of spreading the existing human capital 
of mankind and promoting the development 
of more human capital among more peo- 
ples,” he pointed out. Yet not all conquest is 
created equal. Sowell continued: 


But, where conquerors are clearly 
less economically or intellectually 
developed than those they conquer 
— a common situation for centuries, 
during which ancient civilizations in 
the Middle East were prey to mount- 
ed nomadic warriors from the steppes 
of Central Asia, then conquest has not 
promoted the spread of human capi- 
tal but instead has destroyed much of 
it where it existed and prevented civi- 
lization from spreading to militarily 
vulnerable areas. 


In other words, if you had to pick coloniz- 
ers, Westerners were the best this fallen 
world had to offer. 

Moreover, and as Hannan touched on, 
colonization was actually more financially 
costly to the colonizers than the colonized. 
“Overall, Britain received less than seven 
percent of its imports from Africa, less 
than from any other continent including 
thinly populated Australia,” Sowell also 
writes in Conquests and Cultures. “Nor 
were African colonies usually important 
sources of profit to European investors 
or of revenue to European governments. 


In the late 1930s and early 40s, the modern era of digital computers would begin in the United 
States, Germany, and Britain, with the personal computer coming a few decades later. It’s a 
revolution whose impact is perhaps still not fully understood. 
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German colonies, for example, in the 
years leading up to WWI, consistently ab- 
sorbed expenditures greatly exceeding the 
revenues raised within the colonies, with 
taxpayers in Germany having to make up 
the difference.” Sowell further explained 
that while various special interests encour- 
aged colonization, “officials responsible 
for the public treasury were often opposed, 
viewing the matter in terms of financial 
costs and gains. In special cases such as 
the Congo or South Africa, with their valu- 
able mineral resources, the conquest might 
repay its costs. But these were exceptions 
rather than the rule.” 

So can it be said that the Third World 
is better “for having known the West’? 
Without question. As commentator Ben 
Shapiro explained in 2019 in the National 
Review piece “How the West Changed the 
World for the Better”: 


Thanks to the West, billions of human 
beings no longer suffer in abject pov- 
erty; thanks to the West, democracy 
is seen as both the moral and the 
practical default position for aspir- 
ing governments; thanks to the West, 
individualism has been able to gain 
ground against the natural tribalism 
endemic to human beings. 

... The West changed the world be- 
cause the West isn’t based in tribal 
notions of race but on creedal no- 
tions.... [The] West is important only 
because the philosophy of the West 
— the ever-shifting balance between 
Greek reason and Judeo-Christian 
values — provides the foundation 
for those gains. 

... The West was built on Jerusa- 
lem and Athens — revelation and 
reason. Thanks to the Judeo-Chris- 
tian tradition, the West accepted 
certain foundational principles: that 
the universe is a logical place, es- 
tablished by a reasoning God; that 
human beings have moral duty not 
out of pragmatism but out of prin- 
ciple; that human beings have the 
capacity and obligation to better 
their world; that every human being 
is created in the image of God. 

Thanks to Greek tradition, the 
West accepted other foundation prin- 
ciples: the belief that our purpose lies 
in our use of reason and that the uni- 
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A gift to the arid The West transformed a world of warlords and potentates into one in which 
representative government, with a recognition of human rights, is the default. It supplanted the 

superstition status quo with reason and the scientific method and moved man from savagery to 
the sublime. Why, even the criticism leveled against it is based on the ideals that the West itself 


has bestowed upon humanity. 


verse could be discovered and under- 
stood by the human mind. 

The West broadened the applica- 
tion of Judeo-Christian principles 
more and more widely over time by 
applying Greek reason, resulting in 
the birth of science, human rights, 
free speech, and free markets. 


Shapiro also points out that the West’s his- 
tory isn’t one “of unalloyed greatness,” 
stained as it is by man’s sinfulness. But 
that’s the point: It is mans sinfulness. The 
West’s crimes, every one, are the crimes 
of all humanity; its glories, however, are 
in many cases uniquely its own. The West 
might not have been the first civilization to 
practice slavery, for example. But it surely 
was the first to end it. The West was not the 
first civilization to violate what we now call 
“human rights.” But it was the one that cre- 
ated that modern concept of human rights 
in the first place. So condemning the West 
on such bases, as is so fashionable today, 
truly misses the forest for the trees. That is, 
one can only level such criticism within the 
context of the universe of thought the West 
itself created. It’s a bit like having a man 
who defined ideal golf technique and then 
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eviscerating him for his less-than-ideal ex- 
hibition of it. It’s not just that you wouldn’t 
even have the yardstick with which you’re 
measuring him had he not given it to you, 
but also this: 

How can a person perfectly live up to an 
ideal anyway? 

It’s much as how G.K. Chesterton noted 
that the “Christian ideal has not been tried 
and found wanting. It has been found diffi- 
cult; and left untried.” While Western ide- 
als cannot be directly equated with Chris- 
tian ones (though the latter had shaped the 
former), insofar as those ideals really are 
ideal — as in reflecting perfection — how 
could any large group of mere humans for- 
ever and always live up to them? Bear this 
in mind the next time some cultural revo- 
lutionary emits that oh-so-stale bromide 
that America’s Founding Fathers “didn’t 
live up to their own 
ideals.” 

Of course, when 
people would level 
these accusations, 
widely, they initially 
would do so through 
literature, courtesy of 
the Gutenberg print- 
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ing press — invented in the West. They 
could also do so via radio and later televi- 
sion and now computers, invented in the 
West. And they have the free time to do so 
because of wealth creation resulting from 
the Industrial Revolution and market econ- 
omies, handiwork of the West both. (So 
perhaps that’s one thing we can indict the 
West for, since “An idle mind is the Devil’s 
workshop.” In fact, most of the material 
things, luxuries, and “necessities,” as we 
now call certain wonders, that improve and 
enrich our lives were invented/originated 
in the West. Examples are the bicycle, in- 
ternal-combustion engine, cars, telephone, 
electricity, light bulb, Bessemer converter, 
railroads, pasteurization, modern medi- 
cine, the scientific method, heavier-than-air 
flight, refrigeration, modern flush toilets, 
and, most importantly, ice cream! 

This isn’t to say other civilizations 
didn’t contribute. Our number system, for 
example, originated in India, and gunpow- 
der was invented in China. Yet peoples 
have always enriched each other by shar- 
ing knowledge (thus, what’s pejoratively 
called “cultural appropriation” is but the 
very story of man itself), and the West 
masterfully took data from others and then 
added its own to create the most magnifi- 
cent program for running the world history 
has ever known. 

So “climate reparations”? Reparations 
are fine as long as the West also gets royal- 
ties — for its countless triumphs in every 
aspect of human endeavor. As for anyone 
who wants only reparations, he should in 
the least relinquish Western ways and re- 
turn to his remote ancestors’ primitive life- 
style. But that won’t happen. For there’s 
a reason why far-left news site Think- 
Progress reported in 2013 that the world’s 
overall standard of living was the highest 
it had ever been in history. 

And that reason is encapsulated in coun- 
sel, inspired by Horace Greeley tales, that 
could be directed at Jayson or anyone else: 
Go Western, young man! 
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UN “BIODIVERSITY” 


BEIING-VWVALL STREET CONVERGENCE 


The communist oligarchs of China and the globalist oligarchs of Davos have converged 
on the biodiversity component of the UN’s Agenda 2030 to build their New World Order. 


Red China’s green eco-fest: The UN’s Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Conference was 
run completely for the benefit of the joint program of Communist China and the Davos globalists 
to deindustrialize and de-energize the United States and the West. 


by William F. Jasper 


he recently concluded United Na- 
T tions Biodiversity conference in 

Montreal (a two-week marathon that 
ran December 7-19) ended with the signing 
of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiver- 
sity Framework. The new UN agreement 
carries the Kunming-Montreal label because 
Communist China held the presidency of the 
conference and the event originally was to 
have taken place in the Chinese city of Kun- 
ming. However, the venue was changed to 
Montreal due to China’s renewed Covid out- 
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break. Huang Runqiu, China’s environment 
minister, served as the president of confer- 
ence, which is known as COP15, referring to 
the 15th Conference of Parties. As expected, 
Huang reliably advanced the global designs 
of his masters, the Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP). 

The framework agreement ostensibly 
was crafted to save one million species 
from mass extinction. Of course, that 
is simply the cover story, playing upon 
vastly exaggerated fears to justify the full 
implementation of the UN’s draconian 
Agenda 2030, which is aimed at subject- 
ing the entire planet — and all of us who 
dwell upon it — to the same kind of to- 
talitarian controls that the CCP now ex- 


ercises over its population in the People’s 
Republic of China (PRC). 


Eco-criminal China in Charge 
What is especially disturbing about the 
Huang Rungiu/CCP helmsmanship of 
COP15 is that it caused virtually zero con- 
cern among the UN delegates, the Biden 
administration, the academic “experts,” 
media commentators, or the climate-cult 
corporatists of the World Economic Forum. 
After all, quite separately from the issue of 
China’s monstrous human rights abuses, if 
we simply consider the plight of “Mother 
Earth” (who is reverentially invoked eight 
times in the Kunming-Montreal docu- 
ment), we must acknowledge that commu- 
nist-run China is the most rapacious and 
destructive polluter of our dear mother. On 
air pollution and greenhouse gases alone, 
China spews more emissions than the 
United States, the European Union, Can- 
ada, Australia, and Japan combined, thus 
jeopardizing the combined international ef- 
fort to save the planet from the alleged “ex- 
istential threat” of global warming. While 
“green” politicians in the United States 
and Europe are driving up energy prices, 
putting energy grids at risk, driving their 
economies to ruin, and causing their citi- 
zens to freeze in the dark by shutting down 
coal, oil, and natural gas production, these 
same “greens” are simultaneously giving 
China a big thumbs-up as it continues to go 
gangbusters on fossil fuel use. China is cur- 
rently running more than 1,000 coal plants 
— more than half the world’s capacity — 
and is responsible for more than half of the 
new coal power-station capacity being built 
around the world. Not only is China infa- 
mous for the world’s worst air pollution, it 
is also the worst and biggest water polluter. 
Particularly germane to the COP15 
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The Kunming-Montreal confab is the latest display of the 
growing convergence of the communist and globalist ruling 
elites and the tyrannical global regime they are planning for 


the world. 


Fossil fuels bad — except for China: While global-warming alarmists in government and the 
media are shutting down coal, oil, and gas in the United States and Europe, they have no problem 
with China’s 1,000 coal plants, such as this one in China’s Shanxi Province — and still more 
under construction. 


agenda is the fact that China is the planet’s 
biggest villain when it comes to species ex- 
tinction and habitat destruction, not only in 
China itself, but around the world. China’s 
massive fishing fleets roam the world’s 
oceans like ravenous vacuum cleaners suck- 
ing up fish, krill, and other sea creatures. 
These monster fleets (which are also float- 
ing processing plants) are not only ravaging 
local fishing industries worldwide, but also 
are decimating the food supplies of seals, 
dolphins, whales, penguins and all the other 
sea critters that global greenies love to 
showcase for their fundraising appeals. 
With its horrible environmental record, 
one might suppose that China would be a 
pariah at COP 15, with mobs of Greenpeace 
and Earth First protesters demanding its ex- 
pulsion from the conference and the eco- 
fanatics of the media-industrial complex 
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fulminating over the CCP’s “mass extinc- 
tion” agenda. But, of course, that didn’t 
happen. Instead, China was given the honor 
of presiding over the affair. As usual, the 
activist armies of Big Green gave China a 
pass and stuck to their script of demand- 
ing more global controls to save the planet. 
Ditto for the New York Times/CNN/CBS/ 
PBS/etc. Fake News cabal. It was pretty 
much a replay of the punish-the-West/ 
reward-China/empower-the-UN outcome 
that we witnessed in November at the giant 
UN COP27 Climate Summit in Sharm el 
Sheikh, Egypt, which we covered exten- 
sively at The New American. 

The Kunming-Montreal framework is a 
follow-up to the Convention on Biologi- 
cal Diversity (CBD) that was launched 30 
years ago at the 1992 UN Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro. The new agreement was 
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signed by all 196 parties in attendance at the 
Montreal event. Because the United States 
is not a party to the convention, our official 
representatives only participated from the 
sidelines. We are the lone holdout nation. 
At the Rio Earth Summit, President George 
H.W. Bush signed the UN climate agree- 
ment and the massive UN Agenda for the 
21st Century (aka Agenda 21), but refused 
to sign onto the CBD. He most likely balked 
because he knew he would not have support 
in the Senate to ratify it. President Clinton 
did sign the CBD in 1993, but did not have 
the support he needed to secure ratification 
in the U.S. Senate, as is required by the U.S. 
Constitution. Nor has there been sufficient 
Senate support for it in the intervening 
three decades. President Biden knows he 
still does not have enough Senate votes, so 
he has been implementing it piecemeal via 
legislation and executive orders, as we have 
previously reported. 


Chinese Communist 

Party Takes Charge 

The Kunming-Montreal confab is the lat- 
est display of the growing convergence 
of the communist and globalist ruling 
elites and the tyrannical global regime 
they are planning for the world. Xi Jin- 
ping and his CCP minions are warmly 
welcomed and fulsomely praised by 
Klaus Schwab and the other luminar- 
ies of the World Economic Forum, a 
spectacle we witnessed again in Janu- 
ary when the Learjet billionaires flew 
into Davos, Switzerland, for the annual 
WEF extravaganza. The Great Reset 
of the WEF globalists (to “reset” the 
entire planet economically, politically, 
socially, biologically, morally, and spiri- 
tually) would, if we allow it to be fully 
implemented, transform the world into 
a global regime modeled after Commu- 
nist China. They call it the New World 
Order, a term they’ve used cagily for 
decades but now proclaim openly. The 
Covid “pandemic” has moved us down 
the road toward that Orwellian future in 
the past two years further and faster than 
anyone could have imagined. China’s 
deadly, totalitarian lockdowns provided 
“the model” we must follow to deal with 
the Covid “crisis,” insisted the globalists 
of the WEF, UN, CDC, and WHO. And 
now, with the COP27 “climate change” 
crisis and the COP15 “mass extinction” 
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crisis, we are facing the likelihood of 
“climate lockdowns” in the near future. 
We can observe the scope of this alarm- 
ing communist-globalist convergence at the 
Kunming-Montreal conference by looking 
at the ““3Ps’: Personnel, Process, and Prod- 
uct. Concerning personnel, we’ve already 
mentioned that CCP hack Huang Runqiu 
served as president of the event. However, 
that barely begins to tell the story. China 
also had its own delegation at the confer- 
ence, and, even more importantly, China 
has placed its own CCP-controlled nation- 
als in many of the UN agencies that have 
a hand in the biodiversity agenda: UNES- 
CO, UNEP, UNDP. The mass-murdering 
regime, which holds millions of people in 
slave labor camps and harvests the organs 
of its religious and political prisoners, even 
boasts that its nationals serving as UN offi- 
cials slavishly follow the Communist Party 
line. We have been reporting for years in 
these pages on Beijing’s concerted drive to 
place hundreds of its nationals in impor- 
tant posts within the UN system. We are 
not alone anymore, as even “mainstream” 


media — including some that are regularly 
China cheerleaders — have (finally) noted 
with alarm the PRC’s aggressive penetra- 
tion of the UN and its agencies. 

However, a numerical tabulation of 
CCP-controlled Chinese nationals inside 
the UN and its agencies only scratches the 
surface of China’s influence among UN 
personnel and its sway at UN conferenc- 
es. For instance, there has been zero media 
coverage of the enormous stealth role 
played in the entire CBD process over the 
past 30 years — and particularly regard- 
ing COP15 — by the China Council for 
International Cooperation on Environment 
and Development (CCICED). Founded in 
1992, following the UN Earth Summit’s 
launching of the Convention on Biologi- 
cal Diversity, the CCICED has been the 
CCP’s principal arm in exerting “soft 
power” through environmental asymmet- 
ric warfare against America and the West. 
The CCICED essentially ran Phase One 
of COP15, which took place in Kunming 
in October of 2020. However, when the 
venue shifted to Montreal, the CCICED 


Globalist pals: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres and Canadian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau at COP15 on December 7, 2022. Trudeau, a WEF Young Global Leader, says he has 
“admiration” for China’s “basic dictatorship” and has proven it with his dictatorial rule during 
Covid and beyond. 
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continued to hold sway by virtue of the fact 
that it has co-opted essentially all of the 
key personnel in the Canadian, UN, and 
international COP15 contingents. Consid- 
er that, first of all, the above-mentioned 
COP15 President Huang Runqiu is ex- 
ecutive vice chairperson of the CCICED. 
Canada’s Steven Guilbeault, minister of 
environment and climate change and head 
of the host country delegation, is also an 
executive vice chairperson of CCICED. 
Guilbeault sat next to Comrade Runqiu 
throughout COP15 and ramrodded much 
of the conference proceedings. 

Of course, Guilbeault’s boss, Cana- 
dian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, is 
not only a notorious sell-out to Commu- 
nist China, but is also a World Economic 
Forum Young Global Leader. Trudeau 
famously exposed himself at a Liberal 
Party fundraiser by openly expressing his 
“admiration” for China’s “basic dictator- 
ship” and his infatuation with the CCP’s 
absolute power. “There is a level of admi- 
ration I actually have for China because 
their basic dictatorship is allowing them 
to actually turn their economy around 
on a dime and say we need to go green, 
we need to start, you know, investing in 
solar,” Trudeau said, noting that “having 
a dictatorship where you can do whatever 
you wanted, that I find quite interesting.” 
“Nature is under threat,” Trudeau de- 
clared at the opening ceremonies of the 
Kunming-Montreal summit. “In fact, it’s 
under attack.” He announced Canada’s 
commitment to the UN’s “30 by 30” pro- 
gram to “protect” (i.e., make increasingly 
off-limits to humans) 30 percent of land, 
coastal waters, and inland waters by 2030. 
He also pledged to add another $350 mil- 
lion to Canada’s global financing for in- 
ternational biodiversity protections. 

Then there is UN Danish bureaucrat 
Inger Anderson, a former vice president 
of the World Bank and now executive di- 
rector of the UN Environment Program 
(UNEP), the UN agency most directly in- 
volved in handling the CBD Secretariat. 
She was a key UN operative and spokes- 
person at the Montreal confab. Turns out 
Anderson is vice chair of CCICED. 

Another primary operative at COP15 
was United Nations Development Pro- 
gram (UNDP) Administrator Achim 
Steiner, who, like Anderson, is a vice 
chair of CCICED. Still another key 
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CCP’s UN minions: 
Executive Secretary of 
the UN Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological 
Diversity Elizabeth Maru 
Mrema is also a counci 
member of the commun 
run China Council for 
International Cooperati 
on Environment and 
Development. 


COPI15 player is Elizabeth Maruma 
Mrema of Tanzania, who is executive 
secretary of the UN Secretariat of the 
Convention on Biological Diversity, 
which is headquartered in Montreal. 
Mrema is a council member of CCICED. 
There is also radical environmental law- 
yer James Thornton, founder and presi- 
dent of Client Earth, an organization that 
specializes in lawsuits that attack and 
stop fossil-fuel production in the United 
States and Europe but, curiously, seems 
more interested in acting as a cheerlead- 
er for the CCP when it comes to China, 
the planet’s biggest eco-villain. Client 
Earth’s top attorney in China, Dimitri De 
Boer, a former advisor to the UN Indus- 
trial Development Organization in China 
for many years, has a close relationship 
with the CCP’s Supreme People’s Court 
and is a CCICED special advisor. He 
also writes favorably about China’s sup- 
posedly model efforts to preserve biodi- 
versity. Then there’s Sir Daniel “Danny” 
Alexander of Scotland, a former member 
of Parliament and former chief secretary 
to the treasury of the United Kingdom. 
He is now a vice president of Beijing’s 
huge new Asian Infrastructure Invest- 
ment Bank (AAIB) — and a CCICED 
council member. 

It goes on and on. Dozens of the “thought 
leaders” on climate change, biodiversity, 
sustainable development, and other “en- 
vironmental” concerns from the UN and 
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other globalist institutions and NGOs are 
either executive committee members, 
council members, or special advisors of the 
CCICED. (We will be following up with a 
more detailed examination of the CCICED 
in future articles.) So, who is in charge of 
this mammoth operation? That would be 
CCICED Chairperson Han Zheng, who 
just stepped down last year from the Stand- 
ing Committee of the CCP’s Central Com- 
mittee Politburo, China’s seven-man ruling 
junta that includes Xi Jinping. Han Zheng is 
now first vice premier of the State Council 
of the People’s Central Government. For 
those not familiar with the Chinese political 
pecking order, that means Comrade Han is 
a member of the elite handful of thugs who 
run Beijing’s murderous dictatorship. 


The Great Reset: 

Globalist-Communist Convergence 

It probably will not surprise regular read- 
ers of The New American to learn that 
Xi Jinping and many of the CCICED 
elites, from Han Zheng on down, are also 
boon companions of Klaus Schwab and 
the billionaire jet-setters of World Eco- 
nomic Forum. In fact, Xi, Han, and all 
the CCICED personnel mentioned above 
— and many more besides — have been 
prominent participants in the WEF’s glit- 
tering confabs at Davos. CCICED Vice 
Chair Inger Anderson is also a co-chair of 
the WEF’s Champions for Nature. What’s 
more, in 2017 the WEF and CCICED an- 
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nounced the two organizations had signed 
a “new partnership.” According to the 
CCICED website, the WEF is also a fi- 
nancial donor to CCICED. 

Also listed as CCICED donors are Cli- 
ent Earth, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, En- 
vironmental Defense Fund, World Wildlife 
Fund, UNEP, UNDP, UNIDO, World Bank, 
Shell Oil, and the governments of Sweden, 
Norway, Canada, Australia, Netherlands, 
Germany, and the European Union — the 
usual suspects, all of which are very active 
in pushing the World Economic Forum’s 
Great Reset. Odd, is it not, that China, with 
the largest foreign exchange reserves in the 
world ($3.45 trillion), is the object of such 
“philanthropy” from the big tax-exempt 
foundations, UN agencies, and Western 
governments? It amounts to Western tax- 
payers subsidizing Communist China’s 
supposed efforts to clean up its environ- 
mental messes and institute its own Chinese 
version of the Green New Deal — except 
that it won’t restrain its own extraction and 
consumption of natural resources, as the 
green globalists require of the rest of us. 

So, we see that when it comes to per- 
sonnel, the globalists and the communists 
are thoroughly interconnected and inter- 
twined politically, financially, and social- 
ly. And the “American” billionaire global- 
ists — Bill Gates, Warren Buffett, Charlie 
Munger, Ray Dalio, Larry Fink, David 
Rubenstein, Stephen Schwarzman, et al. 
— are completely committed to a Great 
Reset that would produce a New World 
Order modeled after the Chinese com- 
munist total state. In other words, these 
“American” globalists are completely 
anti-American and anti-freedom. The New 
American, of course, has been chronicling 
and exposing this development for many 
years. With this thorough intertwining of 
elite communist-globalist personnel, it is 
hardly surprising that the process followed 
at their communist-globalist UN gather- 
ings faithfully mimics the fake “dialogue” 
and “consensus” for which communist re- 
gimes are infamous. Likewise, it should be 
no surprise that the products (i.e., treaties, 
conventions, agreements) manufactured 
at these scripted, CCP-style events always 
turn out to be colossal assaults on national 
sovereignty and individual freedom, and 
concomitantly turn out to be transfers of 
massive authority to globalist-communist 
master planners. 
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Could Chinas “Petroyuan Give Rise 
toa New World Energy Order? 


Though the U.S. dollar has long been the world’s reserve currency, 
that may soon change, beginning with global oil markets. 


Death of the dollar? For decades, the U.S. dollar has been the world’s reserve currency. Some 
say that could be coming to an end, however, as the Chinese yuan gains popularity among 
nations seeking to distance themselves from the U.S.-led order. 


by Angeline Tan 


ecember saw Chinese President 
D« Jinping meeting the leaders of 
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf Co- 
operation Council (GCC) nations. During 
the meeting, Xi said Beijing had unveiled 
five “priority” areas regarding its ties with 
the Gulf countries for the future, such as 
the fulfillment of bilateral oil and gas 
transactions in the Chinese yuan rather 
than the U.S. dollar. 
Xi urged the GCC countries — Bah- 
rain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, 
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and the United Arab Emirates — to use 
the Shanghai Petroleum and Natural Gas 
Exchange to conduct yuan-based energy 
deals. Also, China and Saudi Arabia inked 
more than $30 billion in trade deals during 
the visit. 

China’s plans to use the yuan in its 
oil trade with Gulf nations may lead to 
a new world energy order, with Xi’s trip 
signaling “the birth of the petroyuan,” 
showcasing China’s drive “to rewrite the 
rules of the global energy market,” based 
on a recent note from Credit Suisse ana- 
lyst Zoltan Pozsar published in a U.K. 
newspaper. 

Pozsar said China hopes to de-dollarize 
parts of the world, since the U.S. dollar’s 
hegemonic status was used to undermine 
Russia. He also pointed out that Russia, 


Iran, and Venezuela accounted for 40 per- 
cent of OPEC+ proven oil reserves, with 
the GCC making up another 40 percent. 

Pozsar acknowledged that Xi’s declara- 
tion was part of “a larger effort to de-dol- 
larize” the BRICS countries (Brazil, Rus- 
sia, India, China, and South Africa) “and 
many other parts of the world after the 
weaponization of dollar foreign exchange 
reserves” coinciding with the onset of the 
Ukraine-Russia crisis last year. 

Such a move away from the petrodol- 
lar as the preferred currency for oil mar- 
kets, and the U.S. dollar in general as the 
world’s reserve currency, would have 
profound effects on the world economic 
stage, particularly in the United States, 
which has reaped the benefits of the cur- 
rent system for many decades. 

During the GCC summit, Xi declared 
that over the next three to five years, 
China would not only drastically raise im- 
ports from GCC nations, but steer toward 
“all-dimensional energy co-operation,” 
Pozsar said. 

“This could potentially involve joint 
exploration and production in places such 
as the South China Sea, as well as invest- 
ments in refineries, chemicals and plastics. 
Beijing’s hope is that all of it will be paid 
for in renminbi [yuan], on the Shanghai 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Exchange, as 
early as 2025,” he added. 

While Xi’s move did not mean that the 
yuan would immediately replace the U.S. 
dollar as a reserve currency, “the petroyu- 
an trade nonetheless comes with impor- 
tant economic and financial implications 
for policymakers and investors,” the U.K. 
news outlet stated. 

Moreover, the report alluded to “the 
prospect of cheap energy,” which is “al- 
ready luring western industrial businesses 
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Global goals: Chinese leader Xi Jinping is attempting to increase China’s status as a world 
economic power. His efforts to bring other nations into China’s orbit and to sideline the United 


States are having some success. 


to China,” offering the example of the re- 
cent move of German chemical behemoth 
BASF’s main plant in Ludwigshafen. 

“This could be the beginning of what 
Pozsar calls a ‘farm to table’ trend” in 
which “China tries to capture more value- 
added production locally, using cheap en- 
ergy as a lure.” 

Ilya Kalenkov, director general of the 
Russian equipment manufacturer Evro- 
peiskaya Elektrotekhnika, told Sputnik 
News that as the world makes futile at- 
tempts to adopt “green” energy, Russia, 
which is facilitating trade transactions 
with China in the yuan, has “fine” pros- 
pects in the global energy market for years 
to come. 

Kalenkov posited that international 
oil reserves would most probably not be 
exhausted in the near future, and that the 
quantity and the accessibility of “black 
gold” will hinge on technological devel- 
opments. For example, oil is currently 
extracted from a typical depth of 3-3.5 ki- 
lometers (around two miles). Four decades 
ago, it was extracted from a depth of just 
1.5 kilometers (0.9 miles), and all oil re- 
serves at a greater depth were considered 
inaccessible, Kalenkov said. 
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While the U.S. dollar still remains the 
top currency for trade and foreign reserves, 
Beijing has been touting the yuan as a cur- 
rency for oil deals with other partners such 
as Russia, especially after global U.S.-led 
sanctions on Russia following the onset of 
the crisis in February 2022, claimed Viktor 
Katona, lead crude analyst at commodity 
analytics company Kpler. 

As Western countries froze Russia’s 
currency reserves and boycotted its oil, 
Moscow sought Asia as an alternative 
crude market and overtook Saudi Arabia 
last year as China’s top oil supplier. Russia 
has basically become “an Asian nation that 
in my opinion has introduced the yuan into 
large-scale oil trade,” Katona told /nsider. 

Notwithstanding dollar proponents’ 
claims that the dollar’s liquidity and cred- 
ibility would still enable it to maintain its 
dominance, Katona said that “it is naive 
to think that China will not be seeking to 
control the price of oil, that it would not 
want to conduct trade in the currency that 
it controls.” 

In particular, the U.S. Federal Reserve’s 
policy caused the dollar to gain value last 
year in relation to foreign currencies. As 
oil deals are largely priced in dollars, a 
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more valuable dollar would make oil con- 
tracts more expensive, Katona said. 

Ultimately, the petroyuan will also have 
regional influence, prompting many Asian 
countries to “reconsider their trading rou- 
tines,” he added. 

One of the major tenets of China’s 
commodity policy, he added, is draconian 
oversight over the nuts and bolts of its 
crude and currency trade that could help 
boost the country’s control over energy 
markets. 

“Tt [China] tightly controls state-owned 
oil companies, sets directions for how 
much they can export. It caps the price of 
coal when necessary, centralizes the pur- 
chasing of iron ore when it senses that its 
companies are being treated differently,” 
Katona said. 

As the world’s biggest oil exporter 
and consumer, respectively, Saudi Arabia 
and China both sent clear messages on 
“non-interference” during X1’s visit, amid 
Riyadh’s frosty relationship with Wash- 
ington over human-rights issues, energy 
policy, and Russia. 

The re-focusing from dollar to yuan 
is regarded as crucial by both countries 
owing to the “increasing weaponization 
of the dollar-dominated financial sys- 
tem,” they said, hoping the move could 
hurt the dollar’s hegemony over the glob- 
al oil market. 

From the American perspective, any 
move by Saudi Arabia to abandon the dol- 
lar in its oil trade would be drastic. 

China has also broadened energy ties 
with Iran, on account of Iran’s economic 
status and dramatic progress in its defense 
industry. 

A possible coalition of eastern nations 
including Iran, Russia, China, and Saudi 
Arabia would almost certainly carry nega- 
tive ramifications for the West, and espe- 
cially for the United States, a report in the 
Tehran Times argued. 

While China’s recent talks with the 
Gulf nations have gained attention, it has 
acutally been five years since the policy 
to topple the greenback from the inter- 
national economic scene started with the 
introduction of the petroyuan. 

In 2017, China and the Central Bank 
of the Russian Federation decided to con- 
duct oil transactions in the Chinese cur- 
rency through the aforementioned Shang- 
hai Petroleum and Natural Gas Exchange, 
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a platform that was the launchpad for 
transforming the yuan into a petrocur- 
rency. The second move was the pur- 
chase of 32 metric tons of gold to boost 
the value of the yuan and make it a true 
reserve currency, which the Politburo did 
in November 2022. 

Until Xi’s latest statements and mea- 
sures, few had doubted the status of the 
U.S. dollar as the de facto currency of 
world trade. Yet Xi’s recent meeting with 
the Saudi crown prince is reminiscent of 
U.S. maneuvering to attain the dollar’s 
current dominance. In 1945, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt met with Saudi 
King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud aboard the USS 
Quincy, where both sides agreed to fix oil 
transactions in dollars. 

The deal provided Washington numer- 
ous privileges, including being the only 
issuer of the currency. Also, the United 
States required all countries to hold dollar 
reserves if they hoped to trade on the inter- 
national market, which enabled the financ- 
ing of public deficits. The United States 
controlled payments through the SWIFT 
system of international monetary transac- 
tions and held the ability to freeze the as- 


sets of any country considered hostile, as 
Jesus Sanchez-Quifiones pointed out in the 
business daily Expansion. 

Years later, such a geopolitical relation- 
ship ensuring the dominance of the dollar 
seems to be cracking. 

For instance, while the dollar consti- 
tuted 72 percent of total foreign exchange 
reserves of International Monetary Fund 
member nations in 2000, that number had 
fallen to 59 percent by 2021. Even Fed- 
eral Reserve Chairman Jerome Powell 
felt that the dollar could share the stage 
with the yuan in the medium to long 
term. Indeed, the de-dollarization of the 
global economy has been useful fodder 
for Chinese state propaganda. The state- 
sanctioned China Global Television Net- 
work (CGTN), for example, published an 
opinion piece in 2019 lauding the estab- 
lishment of the petroyuan as a way “for 
countries besieged by U.S. sanctions to 
continue to function as a country despite 
feeling the full force, short of military 
intervention, of Washington’s hegemonic 
aggression.” 

For the BRICS group, the use of the 
yuan has undeniable benefits as well, as 
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Black gold: While environmentalists want to end fossil-fuel use, oil and natural gas are still an 
indespensible component of the global economy. A nation whose currency is used to trade oil will 
be a dominant global power. China and Saudia Arabia clearly understand this. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


AP Images 


it offers a respite from Western sanctions. 
Countries such as Venezuela, Iran, Yemen, 
Cuba, Burundi, North Korea, Somalia, and 
Libya are some of the countries on the list 
of the OFAC, the Office of Foreign Assets 
Control, a division of the U.S. Treasury 
Department that enforces economic and 
trade sanctions based on Washington’s for- 
eign policy as long as the global market is 
dominated by the dollar. Thus, using the 
Chinese currency could mitigate the im- 
pacts of economic sanctions and transition 
those sanctioned countries out of the U.S. 
sphere of influence. 

“Tt is as if the United States has fallen 
into a trap, because by isolating Russia it 
is in reality renouncing its formidable in- 
fluence,” Carlos Esteban published in La 
Gaceta de la Iberosfera. 

But the United States did not base its 
1940s agreements with Saudi Arabia sole- 
ly on the purchase of oil; the United States 
pledged an underlying network of protec- 
tion and armaments that has been ensur- 
ing the Gulf state’s security in the region 
for the past seven decades, a fact that has 
not gone unnoticed by China. For its part, 
China is taking similar steps. Xi pledged 
an “all-encompassing” partnership with 
the Saudis, incorporating security, cooper- 
ation in technology, transport, and energy, 
and participation in the New Silk Road. 

“Xi’s visit to Riyadh is a new nascent 
alliance of China and all GCC countries. 
The agreements transcend oil. It is a 
synergy between the Belt and Road and 
Saudi Vision 2030. It is a long-term proj- 
ect, but with firm foundations,” says Raul 
Ramirez Ruiz, a historian specializing in 
China and a professor at the Universidad 
Rey Juan Carlos in Madrid, in an inter- 
view with Atalayar. 

Yet, unlike the U.S. arrangement with 
the Saudis, Beijing’s conditions on the 
Gulf state were few, mainly that the Saudis 
respect the principle of “One China.” The 
Saudis agreed to Beijing’s requirements, 
with Riyadh issuing a statement: “Saudi 
Arabia supports Beijing in protecting its 
sovereignty, security and territorial integ- 
rity, and also supports Chinese measures 
and efforts to de-radicalise.” 

U.S. President Joe Biden has also vis- 
ited Riyadh in recent months, particularly 
last summer during an official tour of the 
Middle East. However, the frosty ties 
between Saudi Prince Mohammad bin 


25 


WORLD - 


Salman (known as MBS) and the Demo- 
cratic president — who has called MBS a 
“pariah” over his alleged involvement in 
the murder of journalist Jamal Khashoggi 
— were visible in photographs of their 
meeting. 

Biden’s remarks on the Khashoggi mur- 
der were perceived by the Saudi royal as 
an interference in the country’s internal 
affairs, bringing the Gulf State closer to 
China’s sphere of influence. “China’s ad- 
vantage is its foreign policy based on the 
Beijing Consensus of non-interference in 
the internal affairs of others,” Ruiz noted. 

In October, OPEC+, led by Saudi Ara- 
bia, declared that it would reduce its daily 
oil production by two million barrels. The 
decision worried many in the Oval Office, 
prompting Biden to declare that the United 
States would have to recalibrate ties with 
the Saudis. 

Nevertheless, Biden announced on CNN 
that Saudi Arabia would face consequences: 
“[’m not going to go into what I’m weigh- 
ing and what I have in mind. But there will 
be, there will be consequences,” he said. 


Certainly, the Chinese have been quick 
to exploit the rift between the United States 
and the Saudis. “China has the strength to 
supplant the great hegemon because it has 
the capacity to plan for the very long term 
and because it leads an anti-American bloc 
in which the GCC oil producers are now 
united,” Ruiz added. 

When U.S. State Department spokes- 
man Vedant Patel was asked about Xi’s 
trip to the Gulf region, he replied, “We 
are not telling countries around the world 
to choose between the United States and 
the People’s Republic of China.” This re- 
sponse was perceived by observers to be a 
capitulation on the side of the Americans. 

According to British analyst Alastair 
Crooke, director of the Beirut-based Con- 
flict Forum, the meeting between the Chi- 
nese president and the Saudi crown prince 
marked “the end of the petrodollar system, 
because whatever is agreed in terms of 
how the Chinese pay for oil will be based 
on Russian-Chinese plans to move Eurasia 
to a new non-dollar trading currency.” 

In Crooke’s opinion, “when Turkey de- 
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Back to basics: As the U.S. dollar seems likely to lose its status as a world reserve currency, 
America must return to a stable, metal-based monetary system if she wants to avoid potential 


economic collapse. 
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cided to join Russia in developing a large 
gas distribution center on its territory and 
to participate in oil and gas investment and 
cooperation agreements with Russia and 
Iran, these are events that mark a strategic 
axis in the Middle East, both in energy and 
monetary terms in Eurasia.” 

He added that “US allies such as Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey, the United Arab Emirates, 
India, South Africa, Egypt and groupings 
such as OPEC+ are taking a big step to- 
wards autonomy and the merging of non- 
Western nations into a coherent bloc that 
acts in their interests and not those of the 
US and the EU.” 

Crooke’s remarks mirrored what Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov said 
after his meeting with Angolan President 
Joao Lourengo. Lavrov accused the West 
of breaching key principles of the inviola- 
bility of property, the presumption of inno- 
cence, fair competition, and globalization. 

Hence, the BRICS countries and the 
CELAC (Community of Latin American 
and Caribbean States) have begun to con- 
template setting up regional currencies, 
the Russian foreign minister claimed. 

For example, Brazilian President Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva, an ex-convict and a 
socialist, mentioned the issue of the cre- 
ation of a common currency for BRICS 
and the countries of Mercosur, a South 
American trade bloc, when he met his 
Argentine counterpart Alberto Fernandez. 

Lula da Silva, or “Lula” for short, sug- 
gested that the countries could establish a 
type of currency for trade, adding that he 
would prefer international trading trans- 
actions to always be done in national 
currencies to reduce reliance on the U.S. 
dollar. 

Russian economist Mikhail Khazin 
posited that while BRICS and CELAC 
members are considering a single curren- 
cy system, they are likely to set up a single 
payment system in the first stage. “It now 
makes sense to create a payment system 
that combines the currency systems of 
the Eurasian, Chinese, Indian and Latin 
American zones,” Khazin told Sputnik 
News. “It is necessary to create a payment 
system independent of the dollar.” 

Khazin anticipated that four new cur- 
rency zones would be formed, consisting 
of the Latin American, Eurasian, Chinese, 
and Indian regions. In around 10 years, it 
would then make sense to have a single 
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currency, as a “superstructure,” for all of 
them, just like the euro, he said. 

“The euro zone already existed in 2003, 
the dollar zone naturally existed, and we 
figured that there are several countries that 
could become leaders in the other curren- 
cy zones,” Khazin noted. “We named five 
countries which could potentially become 
leaders in new currency zones. These were 
Russia, India, China, Brazil and South Af- 
rica. Six months later, these countries were 
united first into BRIC, and then South Af- 
rica (BRICS) was added to them.” 

In a book co-written with Andrei Ko- 
byakov titled The Decline of the Dollar 
Empire and the End of Pax Americana, 
Khazin pointed out that indicators of the 
U.S. dollar’s decline began to surface de- 
cades ago. 

Both economists called to mind that the 
entire world financial system is currently 
built upon the dollar. 

“In this situation, any problems with 
the dollar will inevitably entail very seri- 
ous problems in the global economy for 
a banal reason: because there won’t be 
enough investment. We further wrote in 
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the book that as the effectiveness of the 
world dollar system is falling, for this rea- 
son — whether someone likes it or not — 
it is absolutely necessary that the dollar be 
replaced by other investment currencies.” 

In Khazin’s view, the world’s new fi- 
nancial structure, consisting of several cur- 
rency zones, would be far more workable 
than the U.S. dollar-based global system. 

“Profit in the dollar system was formed 
as a result of the redistribution of printed, 
emitted dollars. And in the new currency 
zones, profit should be arranged differ- 
ently, and added value should be created 
there,” the economist claimed. 

The long-term results of this shift away 
from the U.S. dollar as the global reserve 
currency could be catastrophic for the 
United States. A swift move away from the 
dollar by many countries with large dollar 
reserves would flood the U.S. economy 
with dollars, inflating the currency to the 
point of worthlessness. A more gradual 
shift away from the dollar would be pref- 
erable, as it would give the economy time 
to absorb the excess dollars and recover 
from any inflation. 
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~ 4 A World Without the West 


~~ While it has become fashionable to find fault with 


Western civilization, a world without the West would 
not be a pleasant place for anyone accustomed to 
peace, prosperity, and personal liberty. 
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The second scenario seems more 
likely, but only time will tell. In reality, 
everything depends on how eager other 
countries are to ditch the dollar. In light 
of an aggressively interventionist U.S. 
foreign policy — even suggesting a war 
with China in the near future (perhaps in 
part to prevent it from supplanting the 
United States as a global economic he- 
gemon) — more and more countries are 
becoming frustrated with the current eco- 
nomic order and are eager for something 
different. 

In either case, returning to a constitu- 
tional foreign policy of nonintervention- 
ism — steering clear of “entangling alli- 
ances” and not going abroad “in search 
of monsters to destroy” — as well as 
restoring fiscal sanity and a sound mon- 
etary system based on gold and silver is 
what the United States should be doing 
now. Government officials will only 
implement such sane policies as a result 
of education and pressure from their con- 
stituents, so freedom-loving Americans 
need to get active and work to restore the 
Republic. 
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FTX investors may have been 
fleeced by a crook, but its 
bankruptcy has exposed the 
company’s ties to the Covid 
scandal, the war in Ukraine, and 
Deep State plans for totalitarian 
control through a central bank 
digital currency. (February 27, 
2023) TNA230227 


MAGA supporters, parents 
who protest at school-board 
meetings, pro-life activists, 
etc., are fast becoming 
enemies of the state in the 
eyes of their own government. 
(February 13, 2023) TNA230213 


The UN’s climate agenda 
threatens not only nationhood 
and freedom but also religion. 
The latter, on full display at 
the climate conference in 
Egypt, should alarm all people 
of faith. (January 16, 2023) 
TNA230116 


According to both liberal 
Democrats and neoconser- 
vative Republicans , MAGA is 
to blame for the disappointing 
midterm election results. But 
the truth is very different. 
(December 12, 2022) TNA221212 


America has not had a 
Constitutional Convention 
since 1787. The result 
then was a blessing. But 
holding a new convention 
today could end up being 
disastrous for the nation. 
(July 11, 2022) TNA220711 
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EDUCATION 


UN PUSHING NEW AGE SPIRITUALITY 
ON SCHOOLCHILDREN 


An obscure UN agency has become a key vehicle for injecting New Age spiritualism into 
classrooms worldwide under the guise of “social-emotional learning,” or SEL. 


by Alex Newman 


eaponizing public schools for 
sinister purposes, an obscure 
United Nations institute is 


quietly working to transform education 
worldwide to impose radical political 
and spiritual values and beliefs on chil- 
dren. It is all happening under the guise 
of “social-emotional learning,” or SEL, a 
scheme hatched at a New Age organiza- 
tion whose founder and namesake was a 
follower of Lucifer Publishing Company 
chief Alice Bailey. 

The organization in question, part of the 
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Molding young minds: The UN is promoting “education” schemes that use technology and 
neuroscience to manipulate the attitudes, behavior, and beliefs of children worldwide through 
schools. 


UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO), is known as the 
Mahatma Gandhi Institute of Education 
for Peace and Sustainable Development, 
or UNESCO MGIEP for short. Dominated 
by pagans, communists, New Agers, and 
fringe psychiatrists, the India-based UN 
institute has global reach, boasting that it 
guides education policy worldwide. Even 
a brief perusal of its website and reports 
reveals serious cause for alarm. 

At first glance, those unfamiliar with 
the manipulation of language used by New 
Agers and communists may not even no- 
tice the warning signs. For instance, the 


organization publicly claims it is merely 
working to give children “kinder brains” 
through its programs so the world can be 
more peaceful and “sustainable.” But in 
reality, the institute is a key vehicle for 
injecting occult “spirituality” into class- 
rooms worldwide, as called for in Chapter 
36 of the UN’s Agenda 21 global plan for 
“sustainable development.” 

Like SEL promoters in the United 
States, where the controversial indoc- 
trination tools were invented and devel- 
oped, the UN outfit argues that children 
need this sort of emotional manipulation 
to form healthy relationships and regulate 
their emotions. Proponents never explain 
how children regulated their emotions or 
developed healthy relationships prior to 
SEL. But in any case, it is all just cover 
for something much darker. 

In a very revealing video posted on the 
organization’s homepage, numerous red 
flags can be observed. One of the books 
that flashes by, for example, is “Blinded 
by Faith.” When one of the students in the 
video logs on to her “virtual platform,” her 
options are “climate change and ethics,” 
“math in life,” and “migration and conflict.” 
Upon clicking the math option, one of the 
three sub-options is “carbon footprint.” 

At the end of the short video, the UN in- 
stitute sums up its aims: “Changing mind- 
sets,” “Challenging norms,” and “Trans- 
forming education for humanity.” And the 
desire to transform education to change 
mindsets comes through very clearly. On 
its webpage, for instance, the outfit touts 
the “mass mobilisation of youth towards 


Alex Newman is a senior editor of The New Ameri- 
can, author of the book Deep State: The Invisible 
Government Behind the Scenes, and co-author (with 
the late Sam Blumenfeld) of Crimes of the Educators. 
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sustainable development” as something 
that is “central” to its mission, even saying 
it “aims to mobilize the world’s youth” to 
achieve the UN’s tyrannical Agenda 2030 
scheme — much more on that later. 

The individuals involved also give the 
agenda away. Consider, for example, that 
the institute was launched by scandal- 
plagued UNESCO boss Irina Bokova. 
Before joining the UN, Bokova served as 
a high-ranking official in the mass-mur- 
dering communist regime in Bulgaria. The 
New American exposed Bokova’s history 
of extremism in a series of articles years 
ago when she was being groomed for even 
higher office. 

She is hardly the only known and un- 
repentant communist who has been in- 
strumental in the UN’s “education” out- 
fit. Another, Roza Otunbayeva, served as 
minister of foreign affairs and deputy head 
of government for the mass-murdering 
Soviet Kyrgyz Republic before serving as 
president of the Soviet National Commis- 
sion of UNESCO and then taking a leader- 
ship role at the UNESCO MGIEP. 

Numerous pagans and New Age 
religious leaders have also been 


One of the disturbing elements that becomes obvious just 
by scratching the surface is that the same organizations and 
individuals promoting New Age global spirituality are also 
those promoting SEL and occult “mindfulness” schemes in 


public schools. 


its logo, “through its different representa- 
tions, serves humanity by making them 
aware that the final aim for all human 
beings is the path to enlightenment.” 
Contrast that with the Westminster Cat- 
echism’s biblical argument that the chief 
end of man is to “glorify God and enjoy 
Him forever.” In an interview, Singh said, 
“in my mind, the significance of these 
[global spirituality] conferences is simply 
this, that we realize the essential unity of 
all religions.” 

Occult New Age spirituality is not 
Singh’s only claim to fame. Interestingly, 
he served as “Minister of Family Plan- 


ning” during the brutal forced sterilization 
campaigns undertaken by Indian Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi under the guise of 
“family planning.” The barbaric policy, 
backed by the UN Population Fund and 
the World Bank, involuntarily sterilized 
millions of poor and lower-caste Indians 
— about 15 times more people than the 
National Socialist (Nazi) regime in Ger- 
many sterilized. Thousands of victims 
were killed by the “procedure.” 

Another leading advocate of UN-backed 
global spirituality with close ties to the 
population-control agenda is Azza Karam, 
the head of Religions for Peace. The global 
alliance of self-proclaimed religious 
leaders ranging from self-styled 


instrumental in the creation and 
governing of the UN outfit. Con- 
sider the late Dr. Karan Singh, an 
Indian politician and advocate of 
global spirituality who served as 
the chair of the UNESCO MGIEP 
governing board. His connections 
to occult one-world “spirituality” 
and barbaric population-control 
schemes are well known. 

One of Singh’s key posts, for 
instance, was serving as co-chair 
of the highly controversial World 
Commission on Global Con- 
sciousness and Spirituality, a front 
for global New Age “spirituality.” 
While there, he served alongside 
former UN Assistant Secretary- 
General Robert Muller, the “fa- 
ther of global education,” creator 
of the UN’s “World Core Curricu- 
lum,” and a self-proclaimed dis- 
ciple of New Age occultist Alice 
Bailey. 

Dr. Singh, who led the UNES- 
CO MGIEP before his death, was 
also a key speaker at the 12th World 
Confluence of Humanity, Power, 
and Spirituality, which claims that 
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Shady past: The UN agency using SEL to indoctrinate 
children was led by the population-control czar of India’s 
Indira Gandhi regime, which forcibly sterilized millions of 
people. 


Christians to full-blown pagans is 
funded by the UN, the U.S. State 
Department, billionaire globalist 
George Soros, the Rockefeller clan, 
and more. Prior to taking over as sec- 
retary-general of the outfit, Karam 
worked at the ruthless population- 
control agency UN Population Fund 
(UNFPA), infamous for cooperating 
on forced abortions and other atroci- 
ties with the mass-murdering Chi- 
nese Communist regime in enforcing 
its barbaric one-child policy. 

Even the namesake of UNESCO 
MGIEP, Gandhi, had views on re- 
ligion that were deeply troubling to 
orthodox believers in any religion, 
including his own Hindu paganism, 
which he said “I certainly prize 
above all other religions.” Despite 
his reputation as a peace-loving 
activist, as described in an exposé 
published by The New American 
headlined “Gandhi Reconsidered: 
When Paganism Met Progressiv- 
ism,” Gandhi was notoriously rac- 
ist against Africans. He apparently 
picked up this view while living in 

South Africa as he agitated for war 
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EDUCATION 


It is clear that this indoctrination is incompatible with 
Christianity, Western civilization, patriotism, the nuclear 

family, and a genuine understanding of God-given rights as 
enshrined by America’s Founding Fathers in the Declaration of 
Independence and U.S. Constitution. 


Intro to the occult: So-called mindfulness education is inextricably intertwined with New Age 
occultism, and it is being used in classrooms across America and around the world. 


against the native Zulus, describing Indi- 
ans as “undoubtedly infinitely superior to 
the [derogatory term for Africans].” He 
also famously referred to fascist dictator 
Benito Mussolini as a “superman” and 
Adolf Hitler as “my friend.” 

Another member of UNESCO MGIEP’s 
governing board is Dr. Richard Davidson, 
who is affiliated with everything from 
the fascist Great Reset-promoting World 
Economic Forum to New Age occultism. 
Perhaps even more important is that he co- 
authored a book with Daniel Goleman of 
CASEL, the premier outfit promoting high- 
ly sophisticated psychological manipulation 
and conditioning of children using SEL. 
CASEL admitted on its website that the 
whole idea for SEL came from the Fetzer 
Institute, an occult New Age organization 
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founded by a disciple of Lucifer Publish- 
ing’s Alice Bailey. 

The New American has done extensive 
work exposing social-emotional learn- 
ing. Under the guise of helping children 
learn “social” and “emotional” skills, SEL 
represents the latest frontier in scientific 
indoctrination. In fact, SEL’s own propo- 
nents readily admit that the scheme aims 
to help children develop the “correct” 
attitudes on controversial issues includ- 
ing sexuality, “racial justice,” migration, 
abortion, global citizenship, environmen- 
talism, and more. Perhaps even more im- 
portant, though, is the nexus with New 
Age “spirituality” that is incompatible 
with biblical views and teachings. 

One of the disturbing elements that be- 
comes obvious just by scratching the surface 
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is that the same organizations and individu- 
als promoting New Age global spirituality 
are also those promoting SEL and occult 
“mindfulness” schemes in public schools. 
One critic who has researched this phenom- 
enon told The New American that “global 
citizenship education” may be seen by its 
advocates as a necessary element for global 
spirituality, “a means to an end” rather than 
an objective in and of itself. 

Also troubling is that those peddling 
this agenda are openly weaponizing 
“neuroscience” along with education to 
create the type of people they want, dis- 
playing the values and beliefs they want, 
without regard to parents, families, or 
even the individuals being manipulated. 
While described as giving children a 
“kinder brain” and “prosocial behavior,” 
this admittedly involves the use of edu- 
cation for “transforming, shaping, [and] 
rewiring” the minds of children entrusted 
to “educators.” 

All of this is presented by the UN as 
positive and without risk, even though 
freedom and even free will are never men- 
tioned, continued the researcher, who did 
not want to be identified. “They are also 
very open about the way the adolescent 
brain is structured and view this vulner- 
able age as a particular opportunity for 
transformation,” the critic pointed out, 
highlighting a variety of documents such 
as MGIEP’s “Global Citizenship Cur- 
riculum” designed for children aged 12 
through 14 based on “understanding the 
neuroscience and psychology of how an 
adolescent brain learns.” 

Writing in the foreword of the MGIEP’s 
2020 “Rethinking Learning” document, 
Buddhist monk Matthieu Ricard offers 
some alarming insight into what is really 
going on at the intersection of SEL and 
spirituality. “One of the groundbreaking 
developments in neuroscience has been 
to show that any form of training changes 
the brain and, consequently, our ways of 
being,” wrote the Buddhist cleric. “Our 
brains remain pliant throughout life but are 
particularly malleable during young age.” 

“Over the last twenty years, scien- 
tists and meditators have collaborated to 
advance new fields of research such as 
contemplative neuroscience, mindful- 
ness-based stress reduction and mindful- 
ness-based cognitive therapy,” he added, 
with “mindfulness” referring to a Buddhist 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ MARCH 13, 2023 


practice with deep connections to the oc- 
cult that is now widespread in American 
schools. “Various kinds of interventions 
for cultivating these basic human quali- 
ties in young children have been designed, 
tested and evaluated, such as the ‘kind- 
ness curriculum’ devised at the Center for 
Healthy Minds by a team guided by neu- 
roscientist Richard Davidson.” 

In a piece for the MGIEP publication 
Blue Dot headlined “Rewiring the Brain 
to Be Future Ready,” the UN outfit of- 
fers more details on this. “Mindfulness 
is known as one process that can inten- 
tionally rewire a reactive neural circuitry 
into one that chooses kind and wise re- 
sponses,” the article declares. “Our chil- 
dren are active changemakers who can 
help us grow up and become a more con- 
scious, aware and mindful society.” The 
UN frequently refers to children under 
its tutelage as “agents of change” and 
“changemakers,” including in the UN’s 
Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs). 

Indeed, even officially, a key focus of 
the India-based UN “education” institute 
is achieving Agenda 2030 Sustainable De- 


velopment Goal 4.7, a subsection of one of 
the global organization’s 17 SDGs. Taken 
together, the goals — dubbed the “master- 
plan for humanity” by the head of the UN 
General Assembly in 2015 when it was 
being adopted — are a roadmap toward 
global technocratic government, complete 
with international wealth redistribution 
and tyranny. 

Goal 4.7 calls for ensuring, by 2030, 
that “all learners acquire knowledge and 
skills needed to promote sustainable 
development, including among others 
through education for sustainable devel- 
opment and sustainable lifestyles, human 
rights, gender equality, promotion of a 
culture of peace and non-violence, global 
citizenship, and appreciation of cultural 
diversity and of culture’s contribution to 
sustainable development.” 

In other words, every child on the plan- 
et must be so indoctrinated that he or she 
will submit to the UN’s perverse “mas- 
terplan for humanity.” Breaking down 
those elements further, it is clear that 
this indoctrination is incompatible with 
Christianity, Western civilization, patrio- 
tism, the nuclear family, and a genuine 
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Master goals: The UN is weaponizing education to promote its Agenda 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goals, developed in close partnership with the CCP and described by UN bosses as 


the “masterplan for humanity.” 
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understanding of God-given rights as en- 
shrined by America’s Founding Fathers 
in the Declaration of Independence and 
U.S. Constitution. And notice, it applies 
to “all learners,” potentially even rop- 
ing in adults. Religious leaders around 
the world funded by the UN have rallied 
around the UN scheme. 

Of course, Agenda 2030 actually 
builds on the 1992 UN scheme known as 
Agenda 21, signed by George H.W. Bush 
for the U.S. government. In Chapter 36, 
the UN claims “education” is “indispens- 
able” for “changing people’s attitudes.” 
The document calls on governments to 
inject sustainability propaganda into all 
subjects. And perhaps most troubling 
of all, it demands that “spirituality” be- 
come a key component of what passes 
for education — and not any “spiritual- 
ity” that Christians of any denomination 
would recognize. Again, the UN’s own 
“World Core Curriculum” was based on 
the teachings of the founder of Lucifer 
Publishing and the “Ascended Master” 
spiritual entity she claimed to be com- 
municating with. 

As these UN-backed ideas get pro- 
duced and developed in institutions such 
as UNESCO’s MGIEP, they are then in- 
jected into classrooms worldwide through 
a complex network of organizations. This 
includes government agencies, teachers 
unions, (mostly tax-funded) nongovern- 
mental organizations (NGOs), universi- 
ties, foundations, and more. It happens 
with help from tax-funded grants and 
“free” educational materials offered to 
schools and governments, and is incor- 
porated into curricula, textbooks, teacher 
training programs, and other means. This 
is how the “global” vision gets down to 
the local school your children or grand- 
children might attend. 

The emerging use of neuroscience and 
SEL to promote New Age pagan spiritu- 
ality, “woke” values, and “global citi- 
zenship” to children around the world 
is beyond dangerous. The UN is even 
working to bring artificial intelligence 
into the process of indoctrinating and 
fundamentally transforming the minds 
of future generations. Families who 
value their children, their faith, their na- 
tions, their liberties, and their God must 
sever all ties with the system, before it 
is too late. 
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COVID HOSPITAL RESCUE 


by Rebecca Terrell 


rior to the Covid crisis, hospitals were viewed as harbors 
P of safe refuge. Now, many see them as little more than 

prison wards, where patients can be isolated from their 
families, deprived of informed consent, and robbed of reasonable 
alternative treatments to dictates handed down by Washington 
bureaucrats. 

Scott Schara lives daily with the tragedy that brought him to 
that conclusion. His daughter, Grace, died on October 13, 2021 
in a Covid hospital in Wisconsin and is now counted among the 
more than 1.1 million U.S. Covid deaths tallied by the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. But Scott blames a genocidal 
hospital agenda with profit as its goal — not Covid — for the 
death of his youngest daughter. 

“Grace was my best buddy,” he remembers. She was 
19 years old and had Down syndrome. “If anyone knows 
someone with Down syndrome, you know that they’re your 
best buddy.” 

Scott describes Grace as having been “super high func- 
tioning.” Not only could she read and write, but she could 
also drive a car, ride horses, play the violin, compose 
beautiful works of art, and crack jokes that would leave 
a room in stitches. 

“This mission is because of her,” he told The New Ameri- 
can, referring to his commitment to helping others avoid 
her fate. “Whenever you lose somebody, especially some- 
body like Grace, you don’t want their death to be in vain.” 

He now reaches thousands through his website, 
OurAmazingGrace.net, as well as regular newsletters and 
a podcast called “Deprogramming with Grace’s Dad.” 

“We know of hundreds of people directly — because 
they contact us — that Grace’s death has saved,” Scott said. 

But last November, he showed his true mettle as the hero 
in a “hospital hostage situation” in his own back yard. 


Rebecca Terrell is a senior editor of The New American. 


Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 


Robert’s Story 

Last November, a woman called Scott and introduced herself as 
Heather. She had seen the billboards Scott placed in the vicinity 
of Green Bay, Wisconsin, warning people about what had hap- 
pened to his beloved daughter. 

“Can you help me?” he remembers her asking. He inquired 
what was going on. 

“My brother is in a hospital in Green Bay, and he’s disabled.” 
She went on to explain that her brother, Robert Paiser, has a con- 
dition called SMA, or spinal muscular atrophy, a rare genetic and 
degenerative disorder that leaves its victims with progressively 
declining muscle mass. At 44 years of age, Robert weighs only 
40 pounds and is confined to a wheelchair, though he is extremely 
intelligent and able to talk. He had contracted a flu and was being 
treated in the hospital. 


, 


Happy to be alive: Robert Paiser and 
his sister, Heather (shown), thank 
Scott Schara for his advocacy while 
Robert battled both Covid and a 
dangerous treatment protocol. 


33 


“Heather, this is going to sound strange, 
and you’re going to think that I’m crazy, 
but they are going to try to kill him,” Scott 
told her. But the same reality had already 
occurred to Heather, hence her call. 

“What do I do?” she asked. 

“You’ve got to be in that hospital as 
an advocate to save his life,” Scott im- 
plored, “not to be there to hold his hand 
so he doesn’t get lonely, but literally to 
save his life.” 

Scott went through a list of imperatives 
with Heather: no DNR (do not resuscitate) 
order, no remdesivir (the government-ap- 
proved anti-viral drug for treating Covid- 
19), no ventilator, and no jabs. “You have 
to lay the law down. None of those things 
for your brother,” he emphasized. 

Heather took Scott’s advice and went 
straight to the hospital. The next day, she 
texted him that Robert had already been 
given remdesivir. 


Cake 
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rescues. Nicole Landers with the Truth For 
Health Foundation; Laura Bartlett, founder 
of the Hospital Hostage Hotline; and Greta 
Crawford, founder of ProtocolKills.com 
jumped into action. 

“They did some coaching with me and 
got me a medical directives form,” he said, 
and he rushed to the hospital with that life- 
saving paperwork. 


“Please Don’t Leave Me!” 

“You know, when you get to a setting like 
this, you don’t know what to expect,” 
Scott pointed out. “But I was able to walk 
right into the room.” 

What he saw took his breath away. Rob- 
ert was lying near death, and Scott could 
not help but recall his own bitter experi- 
ence with the loss of Grace. 

“T got down next to him, and I gave him 
a hug,” Scott remembers. “I prayed with 


him, and he looked me in the eye and said, 
‘Scott, please don’t leave me!’” 

“T won’t,” was the tearful response. 

Scott says Robert could still talk, but 
“he was in bad shape.” He had already 
been given three doses of remdesivir, but 
considering his body weight, “it was the 
equivalent of six doses.” 

“IT thought he was going to die,” ad- 
mits Scott. Despite his emaciated condi- 
tion, Robert was extremely bloated from 
excess fluid. Heather told Scott that the 
hospital refused to feed Robert, instead 
making his family bring food from home. 
“It was terrible care,” Scott said. “They 
wouldn’t even bathe him or let him sit 
up in bed.” 

Scott started going through the medical 
directives form with Robert and his family. 
Robert agreed to all of the “imperatives” 
Scott had delineated for Heather earlier. 

As Robert’s power of attorney, 


“T got ahold of her as fast as I 
could,” Scott recalls, “because 
this suddenly went from urgent 
to an emergency.” He said that 
his research shows that three 
doses of remdesivir translate to 
a 75-percent chance of death. 
Indeed, the 2019 PALM Clini- 
cal Trial terminated remdesivir 
early because more than half 
of patients who consumed the 
drug during testing had died, 
and because researchers noted 
extensive kidney damage in 
survivors. However, it is the 
only medicine with Food and 
Drug Administration approval 
for Covid treatment. 

Heather relayed these facts to 
Robert, who until that point had 
trusted his doctor to look out for 
his best interests. His faith shaken 
and his health rapidly deteriorat- 
ing, Robert asked Scott to come to 
the hospital to advocate for him. 

During this back-and-forth, 
Scott reached out to three friends 
who are experienced in hospital 
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Amazing Grace: Grace Schara, daughter of Scott and Cindy Schara, 
lost her life in a Covid hospital in 2021. Her parents now work to 
help others avoid her fate. 


she signed the forms, and they 
called a meeting with the doctor. 
“The doctor comes in in this 
whole space suit contraption, re- 
ally showing Robert this is a fear- 
ful situation,” Scott relates. “He’s 
got a mask on, he’s got a shield 
on,” and he was wearing a beard 
net. They reviewed the medical 
directives with him, and Scott 
says that the next time the doctor 
entered the room later that day, 
all the protective garb was gone. 
“The gig was up,” he surmised. 
Meanwhile, Scott also fo- 
cused on saving Robert’s 
life. He phoned Dr. Peter Mc- 
Cullough, once vice chief of 
internal medicine at Baylor 
University Medical Center who 
was one of the first doctors to 
advocate for proven, success- 
ful alternative treatments for 
Covid. Dr. McCullough put 
Scott in touch with Dr. Paul 
Marik, co-founder of the Front 
Line COVID Critical Care Al- 
liance. Within minutes, Dr. 


Scott Schara 
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Wonder drug: Prior to the 
advent of Covid, ivermectin 
was touted in medical 
journals as a “wonder 
drug,” capable of combating 
otherwise devastating 
illnesses. 


Marik was on the phone walking Scott 
through exactly what to do for Robert. 

“He gave me the dosages for ivermec- 
tin, NAC [N-acetyl cysteine], vitamin D, 
vitamin C, zinc, and then he said, ‘Get a 
budesonide treatment,’” Scott recalls. But 
where could he get all of that in the hospi- 
tal at a moment’s notice? 

Scott called his wife, Cindy, at home, 
and told her to bring his personal supplies. 
“How am I going to do that?” Cindy asked, 
incredulously. “How am I going to hide it?” 

“You can just walk right in,” he assured 
her. In a short time, she arrived. By then, 
Scott and Heather had made sure that Robert 
was bathed, and Scott said they started ad- 
ministering Dr. Marik’s suggested treatment. 
“The doctor did one thing in Robert’s favor,” 
says Scott. “He prescribed budesonide, so 
we were even able to give him that.” 

Within what seemed a miraculously short 
time, Robert began to improve. “He started 
to turn around, and we watched the man 
become alive right before our eyes,” Scott 
exults. But the adventure was not yet over. 

“Unbelievably, even though we had been 
through that directives form with the doctor 
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and the nurse, another nurse came in the 
room to give Robert the Covid flu jab!” 
Scott relates, still incredulous. “It wasn’t 
enough they gave him six doses of remde- 
sivir. They want to kill him with the jab!” 

That was, of course, refused, and Robert 
soon received a second budesonide treat- 
ment, at which point he decided, in Scott’s 
words, “Let’s get out of here!” The doctor 
would not dismiss him, so Robert decided 
to leave “against medical advice” (AMA), 
which is a term for hospital discharge prior 
to doctor-sanctioned release. AMA is ac- 
knowledged to be a patient’s right, but 
Scott said the hospital staff refused to re- 
move Robert’s intravenous (IV) line. Only 
after a shift change could he find a nurse 
willing to remove the IV. 

As they were departing, Scott turned to 
a nurse. “I may never have this opportuni- 
ty again, so I'd like to ask you a question. I 
just want to know, why would you do this? 
You know they’re trying to kill him. Why 
would you participate?” 

She did not acknowledge that the hos- 
pital wanted to kill Robert, but her re- 
sponse dismayed Scott. “I’m from the 


Philippines,” he recalls her reply. “And 
if I don’t do exactly what they say, they 
will deport me.” 


Combating the Agenda 

Scott believes Covid hospitals are target- 
ing disabled individuals such as Grace and 
Robert, first of all because their deaths 
bring in massive government payoffs cour- 
tesy of the 2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security Act and add-on 
payments from the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services (CMS). Those measures 
are still in effect since President Biden has 
extended the Covid public health emer- 
gency, though he admitted during a tele- 
vised interview last September that “the 
pandemic is over.” 

The other motive, Scott believes, is to dis- 
pose of individuals considered to be a bur- 
den on the CMS system. He cites the Center 
for Infectious Disease Research and Policy 
at the University of Minnesota, which re- 
ported that “intellectual disability is second 
only to old age as a risk factor for COVID- 
19 death.” One study found that those with 
intellectual disability risked higher chances 
of dying from Covid than did those with 
congestive heart failure, kidney disease, or 
lung disease. Other research reveals that in 
“New York, the state with the most deaths 
from COVID-19, people with developmen- 
tal disabilities die at a rate 2.5 times the rate 
of others who contract the virus.” 

Scott also points to a 2021 Medicare 
Trustee’s Report, which notes the high cost 
of federally funded care for the elderly and 
disabled and calls for “substantial chang- 
es” to address financial challenges. Scott 
believes these changes involve planned 
genocide that is turning hospitals across 
the country into “the new killing fields.” 

“Before Grace died, I trusted the white 
coat,” he told The New American. “T fell 
for the Covid propaganda.” Grace’s death 
opened his eyes, and he believes Robert and 
many others are alive today because of his 
own tragic loss. He views his role of patient 
advocate as a gift from God that allows his 
“amazing” Grace’s light to shine on. Hi 
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Wallet Found, 
Wallet Returned 


An Arkansas teen saved the day for a grand- 
mother who left her wallet in a Forest City 
Walmart parking lot on January 12. 

Delivontae Johnson, 19, stopped at the 
Walmart on his way to a mechanic and 
noticed the wallet. He searched the wallet 
for a license, learned it belonged to Dee 
Harkrider, and decided he would return it 
to her in person. 

“T just wanted to do something good 
and take the wallet to the owner myself,” 
Johnson told The Epoch Times. 

He found Dee’s profile on Facebook 
and sent her a message letting her know 
that he was going to drive to her address 
in Wynne. And when he didn’t hear back 
from her, he reached out to her Facebook 
friend, Elaine Keown. 

Keown contacted Harkrider and found 
out she was in the nearby town of Pales- 
tine. Johnson decided he would drive to 
Palestine to hand a very thankful Harkri- 
der her wallet. 

“He was on his way to Wynne, but then 
told [Keown] he would come to Palestine 
to bring it to me,” Harkrider recounted in a 
Facebook post highlighting the encounter. 
“So he went out of his way and met me 
and gave me my wallet back.” 

The post featured a photo of Harkrider 
and Johnson. 

Harkrider was so moved by the young 
man’s actions that she handed him a $20 bill 
to thank him. She later told WREG that she 
wished it could have been more, but Johnson 
said, “It was more than I expected.” 

Johnson said the entire incident proves 
that goodness begets goodness. 


Accessible Playground 


When students at Glen Lake Elementary 
School in Minnetonka, Minnesota, noticed 
their playground was not equipped for stu- 
dents with physical disabilities, they took 
action to remedy it. 

Fifth-graders at Glen Lake were sad- 
dened that there were no wheelchair 
merry-go-rounds or swings for the eight 
wheelchair-bound students at their school, 
CBS News reported. 
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“Tt just didn’t seem fair that some kids 
were just left out,” fifth grader Wyatt 
Feucht noted. 

“They didn’t look happy, and recess is 
about having fun,” Rhys Riley added. 

They brought their concerns to their 
teacher, Betsy Julien, who told them that 
upgrading the playground would be ex- 
pensive. She estimated it to be approxi- 
mately $300,000. 

The students decided to try to raise the 
money. They collected spare change, went 
door-to-door, and held bake sales. They 
even began cold-calling businesses and 
asking restaurants to donate portions of 
their profits. 

With additional help from the Glen 
Lake Parent Teacher Organization, and a 
very generous $200,000 donation from an 
anonymous donor who lives in Minnesota 
and also has accessibility challenges, the 
students managed to raise enough money 
to purchase a merry-go-round and acces- 
sible swing. 

And now that the students have seen 
what they are capable of achieving, they 
have decided to set a new goal of raising 
funds to purchase adaptive equipment for 
other schools in their district, CBS News 
reported. 

Fifth grader John Buettner, who uses a 
wheelchair, said the entire effort has made 
him feel like he matters. 

“T feel loved, in a sense that I know that 
I’m going to have fun for the rest of my 
days in this school now that this is pos- 
sible,” Buettner said. 


Life-saving Rescue 
Caught on Camera 


A Las Vegas police officer and a passerby 
performed a daring feat on January 27 that 
saved a drunk driver from his crashed ve- 
hicle just before it went up in flames. 

When the driver crashed his car near 
Las Vegas Boulevard, smoke immediately 
began wafting from the car’s engine. Officer 
Derek Stebbins and a civilian named Justin 
Mouser were captured on video moving 
quickly to pull the driver from his vehicle 
just before the car erupted in flames. 

“T could still see smoke. I didn’t see any 


flames at the time, but I did see a lot of 
smoke at the time coming from ’neath the 
car. He’s unconscious, he’s not moving,” 
the officer said in a video released by the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Depart- 
ment days after the incident. 

Mouser was on vacation in Vegas with 
his wife, and just happened to be in the 
right place at the right time. He recalled 
that Officer Stebbins had yelled at the 
crowd that had gathered around the ve- 
hicle to stay back, but that his “instincts 
kicked in,” prompting him to take action. 

Of Mouser, Officer Stebbins said, “He 
is just as much of a hero as I am for just 
wanting to stick around and help get that 
gentleman out of the car.” 

Fox 5 Vegas reported that the driver 
was taken to the hospital after the incident 
and was charged with a DUL, according to 
court records. 


Yes, Scarlett, 


There Is a Santa Claus 


When 10-year-old Scarlett Doumato of 
Cumberland, Rhode Island, sent some 
of Santa’s DNA along with a letter to 
her local police department in the hopes 
of confirming his existence, the local au- 
thorities decided to take it very seriously. 

Police officers at the Cumberland Po- 
lice Department posted the girl’s letter on 
Facebook “in a press release for immedi- 
ate release,” and announced the launch of 
its “special investigation into the confir- 
mation of Santa Claus.” 

“In our estimation, and to quote Fran- 
cis P. Church, ‘Yes, Scarlett, there is a 
Santa Claus,’” Chief Matthew Benson 
said at the news conference. “Most im- 
portantly, however, is that you achieved 
exactly what Santa Claus represents. You 
brought a smile to millions — and I mean 
millions — with your small gesture of 
human innocence and wonder.” 

Scarlett was presented with her very 
own Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) kit, 
a CSI jacket, and a Junior Investigator 
badge. She was also treated to a tour of 
the station, which included hands-on fin- 
gerprint development and examination. 

— RAVEN CLABOUGH 
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Child Abductors Stopped 
by Mom With a Gun 


The Des Moines Register reported on 
January 12 about a terrifying incident that 
occurred in the skywalk in Des Moines, 
Iowa. The skywalk system is located in 
downtown Des Moines, and consists of an 
enclosed walkway that is 4.2 miles long 
connecting 55 buildings and 12 park- 
ing ramps. The skywalk passes through 
the Hubbel Tower Apartments, where a 
mother was in her office with her five- 
year-old son. 

The mother was getting ready to leave 
when she noticed a man and a woman re- 
peatedly walking by her office door. She 
saw the woman waving at her son and 
thought the people were there looking 
for employment, so she opened the door 
to talk to them. That was when things got 
scary, as the female began yelling that she 
was the child’s real mother, grabbed the 
boy, and began to leave. 

The mother reacted quickly. She 
pulled out a handgun she was carrying 
concealed, pointed it at the suspects, and 
told them to release her son and leave 
the premises. The woman and man fled, 
and the mother called the security ser- 
vice that patrols the skywalk to report 
the incident. Skywalk security and law 
enforcement coordinated to identify the 
suspects, who were two homeless people 
known for past incidents. Both suspects 
were arrested and charged with felony 
child stealing. 

The security service that patrols the sky- 
walk explained to the Des Moines Register 
that they have a lot of issues with home- 
less people who loiter in the skywalk, and 
they try to keep tabs on known trouble- 
makers. Will Hunter, a site supervisor with 
Per Mar Security Services, explained that, 
even though it was a harrowing experience 
for the mother and her son, it ended in “an 
ideal outcome. At the end of the day, the 
kid is safe.... [She] used a legal concealed 
carry as a deterrent and no shots were 
fired, no mess.” 

Sergeant Paul Parizek, spokesman for 
the Des Moines Police Department, told 
the Des Moines Fox affiliate that it “cer- 
tainly looks like the big turning point here, 


38 


the pivotal piece to keeping her child safe 
was the fact that she was lawfully-armed 
with a handgun, and she produced it and 
told them ‘let go of my kid!’” 

Sergeant Parizek also told the Des 
Moines Dispatch that “this incident, and 
other recent events involving self-defense 
with a firearm, should send a strong mes- 
sage to criminals. The risk of being seri- 
ously injured or killed while committing a 
crime is very real.” 


The Fairer Sex 


In a similar story involving the fairer sex 
taking self-defense seriously, a woman in 
Billings, Montana, used a handgun to stop 
two attackers. KXLH.com reported on 
January 31 about the 25-year-old woman, 
who was apparently the target of an at- 
tempted robbery. 

The woman left her car running out- 
side her residence in the middle of the 
day as she ran back into her house to 
retrieve the smartphone she accidentally 
left behind. As she returned to her car, 
she witnessed a stranger in the driver’s 
seat. As she walked up to confront the 
man, another man charged her and 
grabbed her right arm. As she struggled 
against her attacker, she feared for her 
life and grabbed a pistol she was carry- 
ing in her coat. She shot the man who 
was in the car, and then shot her attacker 
in the stomach. 

The suspect with the stomach wound 
fled, while the other injured suspect re- 
mained in the car until police arrived. 
The fast-acting woman called 911, and 
police arrived to find the injured suspect 
on the scene. The second suspect was 
later apprehended at a nearby medical 
facility. Both men were treated for their 
injuries. One was charged with attempt- 
ed robbery, and the other will be charged 
when he is released from the hospital. 

Montana’s laws pertaining to armed 
self-defense are what are referred to as 
“Stand Your Ground” laws because there 
is not a duty to retreat before using lethal 
force. It seems very likely that the Yellow- 
stone County Attorney’s Office will find 
that the shooting was justified under the 
applicable law. 
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“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
2 Se 


Bullet Train 


CBS reported out of Chicago on January 
22 about a robbery attempt that ended in 
a shootout on a train. According to police 
reports, a 33-year-old suspect allegedly 
pulled a gun on a 25-year-old passenger 
on the CTA Green Line on the city’s West 
Side and demanded his personal belong- 
ings. The would-be victim was fortunately 
armed, which is possible in Chicago if a 
person obtains a “Firearm Owners Iden- 
tification Card and Concealed Carry Li- 
cense.” The armed victim pulled out his 
own gun, and both men began shooting at 
each other. 

Thankfully, the robbery victim was not 
injured in the shootout, but the robber was 
shot in the leg. Police were called to the 
scene, and the injured robber was taken 
to a nearby medical facility for treatment. 
The suspect was later charged with one 
felony count of armed robbery and one 
felony count of “armed habitual criminal,” 
the latter meaning that, at the time of the 
robbery, the suspect was a felon who was 
prohibited from even owning a gun in the 
first place. 


The Sunshine State 


This column has previously reported about 
how gun laws popularly referred to as 
“constitutional carry” have been spread- 
ing across the country, and it now appears 
that Florida might be the 26th state to join 
in on the freedom. 

Fox News reported on January 30 that 
lawmakers in Florida introduced legis- 
lation that will allow state residents to 
carry concealed firearms without first 
obtaining a permit from the state. Repre- 
sentative Chuck Brannan, who sponsored 
the legislation, hosted a press conference 
announcing the proposed law. “This bill 
is a big step to help the average law- 
abiding citizen to keep from having to 
go through the hoops of getting a permit 
from the government to carry their weap- 
ons,” he said. The political dynamics in 
Florida actually favor the law passing, 
which means that constitutional carry 
might soon become the majority law in 
America. 

— PATRICK KREY 
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Grover Cleveland: 
Just Obey the 
Constitution 


by Steve Byas 


A Man of Iron: The Turbulent Life and 
Improbable Presidency of Grover Cleve- 
land, by Troy Senik, New York: Thresh- 
old Editions, 2022, 323 pages, hardcover. 


en asked after retiring from 
public life how aman of his lim- 
ited education had been able to 


succeed as president, Grover Cleveland ex- 
plained that the Constitution “is so simple 
and so strong that all a man has to do is to 
obey it and do his best and he gets along.” 

That sums up the political philosophy of 
the 22nd and 24th president of the United 
States, and also of this biography by Troy 
Senik. It is clear that Senik is greatly sym- 
pathetic to Cleveland’s philosophy, which 
the author describes as “classical liberal.” 
Cleveland was a man who favored limited 
government, and that is the theme of this 
excellent account of the life of a president 
we could do well to have in the White 
House once again. 

Senik offers an abundance of historical 
anecdotes that provide pleasure for those 
who love the study of history and the indi- 
viduals who made it. For example, Cleve- 
land once was a teaching colleague in a 
school for the blind with Fanny Crosby 
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— perhaps the greatest gospel hymnist in 
American history. Cleveland was the son 
of a Presbyterian minister, but Cleveland 
was only an irregular churchgoer as an 
adult until his retirement from public life, 
when he returned to the faith of his youth. 

Cleveland had a limited formal educa- 
tion. He did not go to law school, but 
became a lawyer through the old practice 
of “reading the law” — serving as an ap- 
prentice to a lawyer. He got into politics 
as the Democratic candidate for sheriff in 
Buffalo, New York. The sheriff’s office 
was notorious for corruption, and Cleve- 
land ended that during his one year in 
the position. 


After serving as sheriff, Cleveland re- 
turned to his law practice. After his part- 
ner and best friend, Oscar Folsom, died 
in a carriage accident, Folsom’s widow, 
Emma, and 11-year-old daughter, Fran- 
ces, became his wards, which meant he 
handled their financial affairs. 

Cleveland did not seek public of- 
fice again for eight years, refusing to do 
so until October 1881, when the local 
Democratic Party needed someone to run 
for mayor of Buffalo. In his acceptance 
speech for the nomination, Cleveland 
summed up his ideal of public service: “A 
public office is a public trust.” 

As he had done with the sheriff’s office, 
he cleaned up corruption in the mayor’s 
office. He also used the veto power to 
reject every attempt for new spending, 
including an appropriation for the Fourth 
of July festivities of the Grand Army of 
the Republic (GAR) — the politically 
powerful organization of Union veterans. 
Cleveland made a personal donation equal 
to 10 percent of the GAR’s budget request, 
then led an effort to raise the rest through 
private funds. Senik notes, “In the end, the 
organization raised 40 percent more than 
it had requested from the city treasury.” 

This story illustrates Cleveland’s aver- 
sion to spending government funds except 
for legitimate purposes. In a speech at 
Princeton on the occasion of the college’s 
150th anniversary in 1896, near the end 
of his presidency, Cleveland condemned 
“selfish interest [that] seeks undue private 
benefit through government aid.” 

While mayor, Cleveland opposed pay- 
ing for sewage repairs with bonds, argu- 
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ing that it was cheaper to do so without 
incurring debt. In the end, the cost of the 
project was negotiated down to about 
one-half of the lowest bid. 

After only a year in the mayor’s of- 
fice, Cleveland was elected governor of 
New York in 1882, by the largest margin 
in history to that time. As governor of a 
swing state, it was not surprising that the 
Democratic Party turned to him in the 
1884 election for president. 

The 1884 campaign is remembered 
for accusations against the character of 
both Cleveland and his Republican op- 
ponent, James Blaine. The charge that 
Cleveland had fathered a child with a 
widowed woman, Maria Halpin, was 
bad enough, but then a newspaper said 
that he had raped the woman. Halpin, 
however, denounced the rape story as a lie. 

By this time, Cleveland had developed 
a strong distaste for the press. According 
to Senik, when Cleveland was governor, 
The New York Times “cited an excursion 
to Newport, Rhode Island, as proof that he 
was overly fond of junketeering.” Cleve- 
land “replied incredulously that he hadn’t 
even made the trip.” It would not be the 
last time that The New York Times printed 
stories that were less than accurate. 

Cleveland won the presidency, despite 
all the negative press, by taking New 
York by 1,149 votes and Connecticut by 
1,300 votes. 

As president, Cleveland continued to 
implement his limited-government phi- 
losophy into policy, but now he had new 
issues to consider that he had not had to 
deal with as a governor, such as the debate 
over the gold standard and foreign policy. 

Cleveland was a firm believer in “sound 
money,” and to him that meant defending 
the gold standard. Eventually, his Demo- 
cratic Party would reject him over this 
issue more than any other, but Cleveland 
never wavered. In his day, attacks upon 
sound money came from those who hoped 
to cause inflation by increased coinage 
of silver, while in our day it comes from 
federal spending, debt, and increasing the 
money supply through actions of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System. 

Keeping with his philosophy of limit- 
ing government spending, in 1887 Cleve- 
land vetoed a bill to provide seeds for a 
drought-stricken part of Texas. He ex- 
plained why in his veto message: 
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I can find no warrant for such an ap- 
propriation in the Constitution, and 
I do not believe that the power and 
duty of the general government ought 
to be extended to the relief of individ- 
ual suffering which is in no manner 
properly related to the public service 
or benefit. A prevalent tendency to 
disregard the limited mission of this 
power and duty should, I think, be 
steadfastly resisted.... Federal aid in 
such cases encourages the expecta- 
tion of paternal care on the part of the 
government and weakens the sturdi- 
ness of our national character. 


Another issue that we still struggle with 
today is the push for intervention into the 
affairs of other nations. Cleveland summed 
up his noninterventionist philosophy early 
in his presidency: 


The genius of our institutions ... dic- 
tate the scrupulous avoidance of any 
departure from that foreign policy 
commended by the history, the tra- 
ditions, and the prosperity of our 
republic.... It is the policy of peace 
suitable to our interests. It is the pol- 
icy of neutrality, rejecting any share 
in foreign broils and ambitions upon 
other continents.... It is the policy 
of Monroe and of Washington and 
Jefferson — Peace, commerce, and 


honest friendship with all nations; 
entangling alliance with none. 


While he generally admired his second 

successor, Republican William McKin- 

ley, he expressed disappointment that 

President McKinley had allowed him- 

self to be “seduced by imperialism.” 

When McKinley agreed to annex Ha- 

waii — which Cleveland had refused to 

do a few years earlier — Cleveland said, 

“T am ashamed of the whole affair.” 

One of the most difficult aspects of 
the Cleveland presidency was deal- 
ing with the aforementioned GAR. 

The GAR was constantly lobbying 

for increased pension benefits — the 

second-largest expenditure in the fed- 

eral budget during the last part of the 
19th century, which in many ways paved 
the way for the expansion of the federal 
welfare state of the 20th and 21st cen- 
turies. After he vetoed private pension 
bills — grants to individual veterans by 
Congress that had been rejected through 
the normal application process — he 
was castigated as some sort of “closet 
Confederate.” 

The GAR’s opposition contributed 
greatly to Cleveland’s defeat for reelec- 
tion in 1888, but he was able to regain the 
White House in 1892. Since his two terms 
were separated by Republican Benjamin 
Harrison’s tenure, Cleveland is classified 
as both the 22nd and the 24th president. 

Senik covers all the political battles of 
the Cleveland presidency, as well as the 
personal life of Grover Cleveland, includ- 
ing his marriage to Frances Folsom — the 
21-year-old daughter of his dead law part- 
ner — when he was 49 years old. Cleve- 
land had bought Frances her first baby 
carriage. The wedding was the first ever in 
the White House itself, and the marriage 
produced multiple children, including 
their first daughter, popularly known as 
“Baby” Ruth — eventually the name of 
the candy bar. 

Frances provided an insight into her 
husband’s tender side. Grover overheard 
his young daughters mention, Senik wrote, 
that a “little girl in their class had come up 
empty when the students received Valen- 
tines. The former president of the United 
States ... had his cheeks stained with tears 
at the idea of a child’s heartbreak. A valen- 
tine bearing the name of Grover Cleveland 
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was delivered to the little girl’s home by 
messenger.” 

When Cleveland’s death came on June 
24, 1908, his last recorded words were, “I 
have tried so hard to do right.” 

Senik has provided us with a good biog- 
raphy of the life of Grover Cleveland. 
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ter and you have a scientific bent, enlist 
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modelers. Do keep in mind, however, 
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that the intellectuals that you retain just 
might be the types who are so shrewd 
that they can’t see — or forecast — the 
obvious. 

Author Erica Thompson is a statistician 
with a clearer vision than most, able to dis- 
tinguish between the cozy, oh-so-flexible 
Model Land (her term) and our real world. 
Moreover, she’s comfortable with the 
aphorism (coined by another statistician, 
George Box) that “All models are wrong, 
but some are useful.” She offers plenty 
of illustrations of such models, some of 
which are accompanied by “quantitative 
scenarios,” potential futures that might 
ensue depending on the assumptions. 

Does that sound a bit like an oracle 
reading entrails? Perhaps to some, but 
keep in mind that this usually starts as an 
academic exercise — albeit with muscle. 
Still, just because they are projections 
does not mean that these creations of al- 
gorithmic formulae don’t affect the real 
world. They do. 

As London’s Economist has made clear, 
such mathematical models are the “back- 
bone” of big data and artificial intelli- 
gence: “If data is the input, algorithms are 
the tool and models are the product. They 
are everywhere, from e-commerce tips to 
economic and climate-change forecasts.” 

Modeling, as explained in Escape From 
Model Land, is what you do when you 
don’t have enough data. 

Because the world really is inundated 
with data, they need frameworks, which is 
where models can assist, as is pointed out 
by the author. A model’s contribution is to 
“add relationships between data.” 


“Following the Science” 
Can Be Detrimental 
In this volume, Thompson concentrates on 
public-health, environmental, and econom- 
ic decision-making — and how they can be 
used or abused. Along the way, she lays out 
numerous warning signs, such as the one 
below — which is certainly familiar to 
Americans who were maltreated because of 
the veneration of some convenient Covid- 
19 projections that seemed to be in charge. 
Many still remember when speculation 
was handed down as scientific gospel, 
with the virus to be controlled if the pub- 
lic just submitted to “two weeks to flatten 
the curve,” a goal that was extended over 
and over again. 


Public-health models, as the author ex- 
plains, refer 


clearly to benefits and harms of dif- 
ferent courses of action, but no model 
can “decide” what to do until the 
relative weightings of different kinds 
of benefits and harms are specified. 
Science cannot tell us how to value 
things; doing so involves purely 
human moral judgements. As such, 
the idea of “following the science” is 
meaningless. 


In fact, it is likely counterproductive. If 
your neighbor told you that a particularly 
brilliant computer had kicked out some 
figures that meant you needed to close 
your businesses and schools, you would 
rightly call that preposterous. But when 
“science” says so, many buy the fable and 
fall into the line that is endorsed and en- 
forced by governmental authorities. 

It is apparent that the author is no fan 
of those who boast of following science 
as a way to end debate. In another section, 
Thompson expounds on how relying on 
models for information “tends to lead to a 
kind of accountability gap.” Who, she asks, 


is responsible if a model makes 
harmful predictions? The notion of 
“following the science,” becomes a 
screen behind which both decision- 
makers and scientists can hide, say- 
ing, “the science says we must do X” 
in some situations and “it’s only a 
model” in others. 


The modeler/statistician/author also 
speaks to the perception of the public 
on the models, writing: “If we are seri- 
ous about addressing lack of confidence 
in science, it is necessary for those who 
currently make their living from and have 
built their reputations on their models to 
stop trying to push their version of reality 
on others.” 


All Assumptions Are 

True in Model Land 

The author, who lives in West Wales, is a 
senior policy fellow at the London School 
of Economics’ Data Science Institute and 
a fellow of the London Mathematical 
Laboratory. She has a Ph.D. from Imperial 
College London. Of late, Thompson has 
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been working on the limitations of models 
of the spread of Covid-19, humanitarian 
crises, and climate change. Escape From 
Model Land was originally published in 
Great Britain, and many of the examples 
(though certainly not all) are British, as is 
the spelling. (E.g., Americans have model- 
ers; the Brits, modellers.) 

Our journey through the book takes us 
from the entrance, where Model Land is 
introduced, to the potential escape. As the 
author makes clear, what she calls Model 
Land is “a wonderful place” because if 
“all of our assumptions are true, we can 
really make progress on understanding our 
models and how they work. We can make 
predictions. We can investigate many dif- 
ferent configurations of a model, and run 
it with different inputs to see what would 
happen in different circumstances.” 

Model Land, as the author describes, is 
easy to enter. However, “it is not easy to 
leave. Having constructed a beautiful, inter- 
nally consistent model and a set of analysis 
methods that describe the model in detail, 
it can be emotionally difficult to acknowl- 
edge that the initial assumptions on which 
the whole thing is built are not literally 
true.” How can we find the exits, wonders 
the author, and still make use of the insight 
the models may offer “without running the 
risk of taking our models too literally”? 

You might say that enthusiasm can 


happens. In the real world, though, the 
ceteris very rarely stay paribus.” 

The author repeats her cautions against 
continuing to be “lost in a world where 
different value judgements are dressed up 
as scientific disagreements, like the dis- 
agreements about burning fossil fuels in 
order to support economic growth, or clos- 
ing down sectors that support livelihoods 
in order to save lives from a virus.” 

Credit to Thompson for appreciating the 
quip by the late Robert Heinlein about a key 
difference between climate and weather, 
to wit: “Climate is what you expect and 
weather is what you get.” (The fact that 
Heinlein is atop this reviewer’s all-time fa- 
vorite science-fiction author list may affect 
his reasoning.) Readers may be aware of 
his acronym: TANSTAAFL (“There Ain’t 
No Such Thing as a Free Lunch”). And, 
while we are here, this is another Heinlein 
line that could be applied to the topic of the 
book under review: “Everything is theoreti- 
cally impossible, until it is done.” 

Thompson also likes the comment of 
Marcel Boumans, a historian and philoso- 
pher of science at Utrecht University, who 
says that “model-building is like baking a 
cake without a recipe.” Despite (or because 
of) her being in the business, Thompson 
mocks what she calls the common refrain 


of policy-relevant science, often rendered 
as “Further research needed,” which she 
translates into “Give us some more money, 
and we will get you a better answer.” 

On the one hand, the author puts down 
William Nordhaus, recipient of the 2018 
Nobel Prize in Economic Science, for his 
work on climate, apparently dismayed at 
his Nobel Lections for identifying optimal 
global warming as 4° C — when most cli- 
mate scientists claim that result would be 
“catastrophic.” On the other hand, Thomp- 
son agrees, at least in part, with the con- 
clusions of the late conservative media 
star Rush Limbaugh about the worst-case 
scenarios that were being peddled early in 
the coronavirus pandemic, and his obser- 
vation that modelers were not going to be 
held responsible. 

Here are some of the Limbaugh com- 
ments from April 2020: 


Somebody who predicts the worst 
cannot lose because no matter if he’s 
wrong, he can credit his predictions 
for scaring people into doing the right 
thing to make his prediction wrong. 
So when the prediction’s wrong it’s 
even good news. That’s what I mean 
by doomsayers can never lose. 


Limbaugh is right, says Thompson: “Mod- 
ellers are not going to be held respon- 


be a good engine, but it takes real in- 
telligence to be the driver. 

Chapters between the front door 
and the back door emphasize — 
among other topics — pandemics 
(“Totally Under Control”), financial 
markets (“Masters of the Universe”), 
and climate change (“The Atmo- 
sphere is Complicated.”) 


Making a Complex 

Subject Comprehensible 

While the subject does not eas- 
ily lend itself to levity, the author 
proves she can turn a phrase or bor- 
row a good one (with attributions) 
to make her points. For instance, she 
comments about an American phi- 
losopher of science who maintains 
that the laws of physics, when they 
apply, only do so “ceteris paribus 
— with all other things remaining 
equal.” “In Model Land,” continues 
Thompson, “we can make sure that 
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sible for political decisions, nor 
should they be” — again pointing to 
the all-too-common failure to com- 
municate the limitations of models. 


Missing Link 
But if she earns a credit for favorably 
citing a prominent right-winger (can 
you imagine that happening in U.S. 
academe?), the author gets a demerit 
for falling short in her coverage about 
the well-known Neil Ferguson — a 
British epidemiologist and professor 
of mathematical biology who spe- 
cializes in the patterns of spread of 
infectious disease — working out of 
Imperial College London. 
Admittedly, there is a passing re- 
mark about Ferguson’s resigning 
from SAGE (Scientific Advisory 
Group for Emergencies) “for hav- 
ing a lover visit him” (among other 
British officials whose personal inter- 
pretations about mandates for social 
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Welcome to Model Land: Covid predictions propounded by “experts” such as Dr. Anthony Fauci 
and others demonstrate the unreliability of scientific modeling. 


distancing and lockdowns were decidedly 
different than those for the hoi polloi). 
However, there is not enough about Fer- 
guson’s previous (and relevant) fallacious 
projections. 

Yes, some of Ferguson’s Covid-19 ac- 
tions appear in Escape From Model Land, 
but it is hardly given the prominence it de- 
serves, in this reviewer’s view. After all, 
the Ferguson team produced an alarming 
worst-case scenario for Covid-19 (eagerly 
echoed by The New York Times, among 
others) that foresaw as many as 510,000 
deaths in Britain and, by extension, 2.2 
million deaths in the United States in an 
uncontrolled spread of the disease. The 
simulation was a terrifying example of 
“garbage in, garbage out” that directly af- 
fected national policies in both countries 
— by making the assumptions that 81 per- 
cent of the population would be infected 
and 0.9 percent of them would die. Well 
after the fact, Ferguson (who by then had 
been dubbed “Professor Lockdown’’) ac- 
knowledged that he had “oversimplified 
things” with his doomsday predictions. 

Not included at all in Escape From 
Model Land are mentions of the influential 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the physician-scientist, 
immunologist, and former White House 
chief medical advisor who was the long- 
time director of the National Institute of Al- 
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lergy and Infectious Diseases. That might 
be marginally excusable in a (primarily) 
British book, but Fauci’s influence was not 
restricted to the United States, and the omis- 
sion also ignores the Ferguson-Fauci link. 

We’ll drop it in here, taking a reference 
from Steven Mosher’s valuable book The 
Politically Incorrect Guide to Pandemics 
(reviewed in these pages in our January 
30, 2023 issue). Dr. Fauci, as Mosher put 
it, “seems to have made a habit of bend- 
ing science to his own political ends. This 
may have been why, at the very beginning 
of the pandemic, he promoted a model 
from the Imperial College London that 
predicted millions of deaths in the United 
States. It later turned out that the model, 
authored by the now-disgraced Profes- 
sor Neil Ferguson, was ‘highly flawed,’ 
which is a polite way of saying that it was 
algorithmic garbage.” 

It wasn’t a one-off, as noted above. Fer- 
guson had previously made widely inflat- 
ed (albeit influential) predictions about, 
among others, the massive numbers of 
deaths expected from bird flu and swine 
flu in the U.K. Of course, as we have seen, 
some doomsayers do seem to get a pass. 


This Way to the Egress 
Escape From Model Land does a good job 
of showing how and why models respond 
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to the expectations of those making them, 
even while tending to reflect their cre- 
ators’ perspectives and biases. It’s more 
of a problem than it might seem on the 
surface. We are all, insists the author, “af- 
fected by the way mathematical modelling 
is done, by the way it performs decision- 
making and the way it shapes daily public 
conversations about the world.” 

Whether her suggestions on how to “es- 
cape” are realistic is debatable. In general, 
Thompson goes for taking the middle way 
and, as the cliché has it, not throwing out 
the baby with the bath water — that is, not 
discarding models altogether. Of course, 
this is her specialty, so she wants to fix it, 
not ditch it. 

Modelers should, in her view, try to find 
out if there is a consensus over underlying 
value judgments or if they are a matter of 
political debate among potential decision- 
makers. Here, in part, is what should be 
done with the inevitable value judgments: 
Understand them, then write about them, 
advises the author. 

As she says in her chapter about escap- 
ing (among the five principles for “re- 
sponsible modelling’’), a modeler should 
be asked, Why are the models made in 
this fashion? Is there anyone, she goes 
on, “who might disagree? What alterna- 
tive specifications would be possible if 
you made different value judgements, and 
are the outcomes of the model sensitive 
or robust to the alternative specifications? 
If it isn’t clear to everyone that we ‘have 
to’ flatten the pandemic curve or ‘have to’ 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, that’s 
probably not because they are stupid 
but because they disagree with the value 
judgements inherent in the question and 
the model. Allow for representations of al- 
ternative judgements without demonising 
those that are different from your own.” 

Hmm, does that seem likely? One 
would like to think so, but then there ap- 
pear menacing visions of AOC, Maxine 
Waters, and Elizabeth Warren — not Flor- 
ence Nightingale. Nonetheless, the author 
does make a largely convincing case for 
not blaming ultimately political decisions 
on modelers. 

Sadly, in the real world, it still seems 
the reason that so many people claim to 
know the solution is because they created 
the problem. Maybe we can come up with 
a model to address that. Mi 
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Return Government 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


ccording to Article II, 
Section 3 of the U.S. 
Constitution, the pres- 


ident of the United States is to 
“give to Congress information 
of the state of the Union and 
recommend to their consider- 
ation such measures as he shall 
judge necessary and expedi- 
ent.” The content of what has 
become known as the State of 
the Union address is a direct 
reflection of how the president 
interprets his job and how he goes about accomplishing it. 

The Founding Fathers viewed government with suspicion, and 
set limitations on it to protect the God-given rights of We the 
People. For them, government was a negative force that needed 
to be controlled. 

The fourth paragraph of The Federalist, No. 51, contains a 
great deal of wisdom concerning the ever-expanding character of 
government and of human nature expected to keep government 
accountable. The paragraph in question, written by either James 
Madison or Alexander Hamilton, should be mandatory study for 
all citizens, especially for anyone seeking higher office. 

It reads in part, “It may be a reflection on human nature, that 
such devices [separation of powers as part of checks and bal- 
ances] should be necessary to control the abuses of government. 
But what is government itself but the greatest of all reflections 
on human nature? If men were angels, no government would be 
necessary. If angels were to govern men, neither external nor 
internal controls on government would be necessary.” 

Thus, government can be a blessing when it’s under control, 
limited by the Constitution and protecting our God-given rights 
as spelled out in the Declaration of Independence. But it can also 
become a curse if the constitutional limitations are thrown out, as 
human nature is inclined to rebel against limitations of authority. 

The last sentence hits home: “A dependence on the people is no 
doubt the primary control on the government; but experience has 
taught mankind the necessity of auxiliary precautions.” 

This critical “dependence on the people” is intended to force 
elected officials and civil servants to actually follow their oaths to 
uphold and defend the Constitution (in particular, obeying its lim- 
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itations on government). This is 
effected by We the People hold- 
ing these elected officials, civil 
servants, and, indeed, the whole 
of government accountable for 
their actions via the ballot box, 
as well as nullifying all usurpa- 
tions of power and educating 
fellow Americans on the proper 
role of government and their 
civic responsibilities. 

The State of the Union speech 
delivered by President Biden on 
February 7 was a manifestation 
of his philosophy that govern- 
ment is a positive force — one 
to be enlarged and made to do good for some people; to help 
provide for the benefit of a few; to hinder those who are success- 
ful; and, in the process, to gain further control over the choices, 
decisions, and lives of all Americans. His philosophy is in direct 
opposition to the Founders’ astute understanding of the force of 
government. 

An America in which the federal government obeyed the 
Constitution — adhering to its limitations and actively keeping 
powers in check — was the foundation upon which was built the 
most successful experiment of prosperity and freedom in human 
history. The inverse relationship between government and free- 
dom is demonstrated in the fact that our federal government has 
become a force to smother freedom, rather than a limited force 
to protect God-given rights. 

With the implementation of an international radical environ- 
mental agenda from the United Nations (Agenda 21 and 2030), 
American freedom stands to fail. Ignoring the government’s 
violation of constitutional limitations could easily lead to a 
profound reorientation of our society into a New World Order. 

To stop all of this, The John Birch Society was formed. It’s 
not a new battle, but a continuous one that has its origins back to 
the rebellion in Heaven. The JBS works to confine the negative 
force of government, as intended by the Founding Fathers. We 
work to stop the progression of those leading the charge toward 
global government. We protect and restore lost liberties, and 
safeguard freedom, independence, and sovereignty. 

We do this through an educational army that is locally organ- 
ized to apply pressure where it is needed. You’re invited to join 
us. Start at JBS.org. Hl 
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How Does Agenda 2030 Affect You? — Pamphlet 


This updated trifold pamphlet offers a general overview of how Agenda 2030 will affect you, your property, and your 
pocketbook. (2022, 1-99/$0.25ea; 100-499/$0.20ea; 500+/$0.15ea) PA2030 


The Politically Incorrect Guide to Climate Change — Book 

Less freedom. More regulation. Higher costs. Make no mistake: Those are the surefire consequences of the 
modern global-warming campaign waged by political and cultural elites, who long ago abandoned fact-based 
science for dramatic fearmongering in order to push increased central planning. (2018, 285pp, pb, 1/$19.95ea; 
2+/$17.95ea) BKPIGCH 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = [230313 


Elegance for eee bath. 


at choweree _— Lavatories pes 


Based: Walls & Accessories Rectangular: & Custom Shape 


Yes! Guaranteed Forever | 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 
www.onyxcollection.com 


